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The FaguER'Ss LETTER to the 


PROT EST ANTS of IRELAND. 
ne, 


* 
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Gountrymen and Fellow Proteſtants}. - + 


1 Shall make neither Preface nor Apology for this Addreſs ; 


could I vent my Thoughts to you in any other Way, 
I would not chuſe this; but the Back wardneſs of bet- 
ter Pens, and the Neceflity of the Times, urges the very 
Stones to Utterance: This is not the Seaſon for fine Flou- 
riſhes and Rhetorick, «but for plain Truth, and Manhood 


and T hope my Want of Capacity as a Writet, will be at- 


toned by the Warmth and Honeſty of my Heart. 


It is not many Weeks ſince I my ſelf was looked upon 
as a Kind of Malecontent among my few Acquaintance, 


and uſed to harangue, very learnedly, I. u&ht, upon 


Corruptions in England and Grievance 3 in /reland; for ! 
had borrowed ſome uſeleſs Books from the neizhbourir +” 


Squires, and did believe that a Man who held himſelf to 


be free-born, bught to give a plain Account of his Faith in_ 


Politicks, as well as Religion, to all who aſked him. 

I make no Doubt but there are many others of the ſame 
Titn of Thought and Spirit, who yet love his Majeſty's 
Perſon, and would ſtand by his Government, as firmly, as 
thoſe who flatter his Power, or ſhare his Favours. 


It is not any Diſaffection to his Majeſty, but our FY 


tion to the Con/?itution, that gives us this wrangling Diſ- 
poſition ; and I think we ſhall be the likelieſt of all Men, 
to ſpill the laſt of our Blood in the Defence of both; for ſure 
the Miſer who grumbles to part with a Penny, will ſtrug- 


ple hard before he parts with his Plumb. 


Perhaps there never was a Conſtitution upon Earth that 
would not admit of Improvement, nora Miniſtry that did 
not leave room for Reproof; and I am often captious with 
my beſt Friends, at the ſame Time that I wiſh their 

| Health, 


4 


(-3, N 


Health, and ad for their Intereſd. | Such little Jealouſies. 


and Exceptions are often Inſtances of the ſtrongeſt Attach- 
ment, at the worſt they only ruffle the Surface of Loyalty, 
and, like Family Diſputes, always ceaſe on the Approach 
of a common Enemy. | - 

This common Enemy is now at Hand. He is our Ene- 
my by Nature as well as Education; and my Intent is to 
prove, that were it poſſible for him to prevail, the Conſe- 


2 to us would be the ſame, as if this whole Frame of 


eaven and Earth was to be broken, and thrown into its 
firſt Darkneſs and Confuſion ; for ſuch. is the Antipathy 
between a 23 75 Prince and Prote/tant Subjects, and ſuch 
would be the Ruin of all our Intereſts, and the utter Sub- 
verſion of our State, 
In the late Readineſs and Chearfulneſs with Which you 
aſſembled throughout the ſeveral Counties and Baronies of 
this Kingdom, you expreſſed a brave and a loyal Reſolu- 
tion, a Reſolution of defending his Majeſty's Perſon, with 
your Lives and Fortunes, againſt the impudent Attempt of 
a Popiſh Pretender to his Throne, and againſt the united 
Power of all his Enemies, | 
Indeed we can do no leſs, for his Government has been 
mild, and his Subjects have proſpered under it. 2 
But, my Countrymen, this is not the Cauſe for which 
his Majeſty has called us, he'is known to be a braye Man, 
and his late glorious Declarations in Parliament, as well as 
his frequent Contempt of Dangers, aſſure us, that his Fears 
are not for himſelf, but for his Subjects. | | 
France and Spain, two of the moſt powerful States in 
Europe, threaten us with Papery and Slavery: and his Ma- 
jeſty, who is the Father of his People, has ſummoned us 


together, as one Family united in Intereſt and Affection, 


to preſerve ourſelves from the moſt utter Ruin that ever 
came upon any Nation. | 
The Oaths of Allegiance, which we have taken on this 
Summons, are quite different in their Nature from thoſe 
taken by moſt other People upon Earth, BN 
Where the Will of Rulers. either makes or diſpences 
with the Law, the Obligation of ſuch an Oath commen- 
ceth but from the Taking, and is binding no further than 
the Letter; becauſe it is an Obligation of Conſtraint, and 
net of Reaſon: But the Oaths we have fo newly and vo- 
g | a luntariſy 
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(4) 
luntarily taken, are a Recognition of former Ties, their 
Obligation is of eternal Force, it has lain upon our Fore- 
fathers, and I truſt will lie upon our Children from Gene- 
ration to Generation, while Great-Britain or Ireland have 
a Name, 

Whatever regards this World, or that which is to come 5 
all that is facred in Heaven, or . on Earth, is in- 
cluded in this Obligation; our Duty to Gop, to our 
King, to our Country, to Truth, to Reaſon, to Intereſt, 


to Ourſelyes, to our Honours, to the Memory of our va- 


liant Anceſtors, and the Conſideration of that everlaſting 
Infamy which muſt brand us, We we degenerate from 
their Actions. 

But is that poſſible? can we prove recreant to ſo noble, 
fo freſh a Example? E think not fome of the 
Eyes that ſaw thoſe Times are ſtill open among us, and 


many of us ate the Kindred and immediate Deſcendants of 


thoſe glorious Men, to whom we owe that we are now 
living, that we are Proteſtants, that we are Free, and ta 
whom, perhaps, the World is indebted that there is ſuch 
à Thing as Liberty now left upon the Earth. 

'The Tafk of our Fathers was as difficult as it was im- 

rtant, it was to recover from thoſe in Poffeſſion the Blef- 
| ok already loſt : ours is merely to preferve the great In- 
heritance they have left us. 

King 7ames, the ſecond of that Name, on his Acceſſion 
to the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, had laid himſelf under 
all Obligations divine and human, to preſerve the Conſtitu- 
tion pure and intire in Church and State did he do 
ſo? =no ſurely. The Tart would have thought it his 
Duty to adhere to ſuch ſolemn Engagements, but the 
royal Sons of Rome are all Sampſons, they are too mighty for 


the Bond of Oaths, and rend the Cords of Obligations as 


rotten Flax; they promiſe through Policy, but betray by 
Pringle ; and devoutly hold it a Sin to be true to any, ex- 
cept their own Intereſt and Set. Wherefore, that unhappy 
and miſguided Prince, under the Leading, of Bigots, and 
Perverſion of Prieſts, fap'd the very Pillars of Z nglt 0 Liber- 
ty, blotted out the Tables of the Law, and overturned 
he Building of that glorious Conſtitution, on which had 
been expended the Wifdom, the Blood, and the Toil of 
many Ages. The Church of Rame abfolved him * bn 
; all 
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Faith to his Subjects, his Breach of Faith abſolved his Sub- 
jects from all Allegiance to himſelf, they roſe, they fought, 
they overcame, and at once caſt the Yoke from their 
Necks, and the Tyrant from his Throne. 


* 


Here was a King in peaceable and approved Poſſeflion,. . 
whoſe hereditary Right was inconteſtable, whoſe Perſon 


was not provided againſt by any Act, and to whom the 
three Kingdoms had already ſworn Fealty : But he quickly 
diſſolved that Band, he uſurped upon the Rights of his Sub- 
jects, he rejected the Conſtitution which he was entruſted 
to maintain, and was therefore rejected by an Engly/h Con- 
ſtitutian. 5 | 

How preſumptious then are the Hopes of this Invader! 
whoſe Birth is diſputed, whoſe Succeſſion is barred by pub- 
lic Voice, who comes the avowed Enemy of our Rights 
and our Religion, againſt Poſſeſſion, againſt Fealty, againſt 
Intereſt, to ſeize the Crown. 

Is the Nature of Things reverſed ? are Proteſtants be- 
come enamoured of Popery? and do the Free- born of theſe 
Kingdoms call out for Chains? ſhall the Children invite that 
very Evil, which the Fathers laid down. their Lives to re- 
ject? No, my Countrymen—as we received fo great a 


Truſt from our wiſe and brave Anceſtors, we will deliver 


it down ſafe and inviolate to our Poſterity, we will, to the 
Death, preſerve that Liberty which alone can make Life 
valuable, and the Purity of that Religion, which will beſt 
qualify us for Immortality, 

While ever there is a Church in Rome, that claims a Power 
to diſpenſe with Lay Obligations, and arrogates ſupreme 
Authority over Sovereign Princes and Civil Rights, it is 
utterly incompatible with our Conſtitution, and abſurd to 
common Senſe, to truſt one of her Votaries on the Throne. 
She will ever look on our Reformation in Religion as Hereſy, 
and on the Supremacy of our King as the Uſurpation of her 
Right; ſhe will therefore leave no Machinations, nor 
Means unattempted, to reclaim us to our former Sphere of 
Superſtition and Slavery; and what Method fo proper, nay 
what Method poſſible? ſave the Impoſition of ſome royal 
Tool on the State, who may ſecretly work for the Reftorati- 


on of the Papal Hierurby. For this ſupreme Purpoſe, the 


denſe of Revelation is perverted, and the Authority of Hea- 
ven profaned. When a John is in the Seat, the Subjects 
are 
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are abſolved from their Allegiance, and Rebellion becomes an 


Act of Piety : But when a Favourite James holds the Rein, 
the People hear of nothing but paſſive Obedience to a King, 
who is himſelf patient to the Riding of the Prieſthood. 
During the laſt fifty Years, and upward, this Kingdom 
has poſſeſſed the Advantages of Liberty, Property, and a 
profound Peace, Such long Tranquility naturally produceth 
ndolence, a Forgetfulneſs of former Ills, and an Inſenſi- 
bility of preſent Enjoyments, Human Life is like the Pic- 
ture in my Neighbout's Parlour, where the Lights are in 
a great Meaſure relative, and recommended by the Shading. 
It is juſt fo, that the Memory or Senſe of Affliction, giveth 
us the higher Reliſh of any ſucceeding Pleaſure ; let us then 
look back, and by the Proſpect of what our Fathers have 
ſuffered, be taught to feel, and defend the Bleſſings we pofſeſs. 
For this Purpoſe we need not go beyond the mild and 
favourite Line of the Stuarts; nor there, beyond the Memo- 
ry of the preſent Age, and the ſuppoſed Grandfather of this 
gung Adventurer. | 


I firſt beg Leave to premiſe, that the very Eſſence and | 


vital Strength of Civil Ziberty, in every Conſtitution, 
is the Right of being governed by Laws to which the People grue 
their own Conſent ; and this Right is derived from the natu- 
ral Conſtitution of Man, in which no Obedience, is re- 
quired, even to Divine Commands, before the Examination 
and Aſſent of Reaſon ; and under ſuch rational Govern- 
ment, the Principle of Freedom is left uncontrouled, even 
by Gop himſelf; and who is that Prince, that has a Right 
to Furiſdiftion, beyond what iN#inireE PoWER and 
W1sDOM has preſcribed to his own Authority ? | 
Agreeable to this 7u/?, and Godlile Þn/titution, England 
had her Magne Charta and her Parliamentary Laws ; all 
foreign Uſurpations were exploded from Religion and Li- 
berty, nor could the Life or Property of the meaneſt Briten 
be affected, but by the Tryal and Verdict of his Peers. 
| To maintain theſe Privileges, and to defend theſe Rights, 
was James the Second placed upon the Throne. He firſt 
calls a Parliament, he attempts to threaten them into his 
Meaſures, he then diſſolves them, and rules alone. He 
taxes the People by his ſole Authority, they murmur, he 
overawes them by Force, and raiſes a Standing Army in 
the Midſt of Peace, He compels all Cities and Corporati- 


(7) 
ons to deliver up their Charters and Franchiſes, he turns 
out the Proteſtants from every Place of Power, and fills 
the Benches with Papifts, and all Places of Truſt with his 
own Creatures, to whom he ſhares his Power that they 
may ſupport his Tyranny, Hereupon he ſends abroad his 
arbitrary Inquiſitions and Commiſſioners, a thouſand Ty- 
rants are made out of one; they diſpoſe of Life and Pro- 
perty at Pleaſure ; in one Place the Bodies of the Free- born 
are drawn to Execution without Tryal, in another pack'd 
Juries are impanelled, or the Verdicts rejected, and over- 


ruled by the Court. Where then was Trade, Where 


was Art, where was Induſtry? Where then was the Law, 
the Religion, and the Liberty? Where the Arms and the 
Honour of a Brit; Conſtitution ? All was cruſhed, all was 
aboliſhed, the three Kingdoms trembled, but did not dare 
to groan under their Calamities. 

But, O, my Countrymen ! while the Lightning blaſted 
other Places, the Bolt itſelf fell upon Us. I cannot recol- 
lect ſuch Scenes without Horror and Indignation. May 
we all periſh, before we ſuffer the like again! and herein 
T only wiſh to you, what I reſolve for my ſelf. 

Our Arms. and every Inſtrument of Defence was ſeized ; 
we were debarred all Friendſhip and Society with each o- 
ther ; our Smiles and Tears became equally dangerous, and 
every Word and Action was interpreted to our Diſadvan- 
tage. No Place was a Refuge, no Conduct was a Sanction 


to us; if we appealed to Law, we encountered with Pow- 


er; and if we applied for Juſtice, we met with Condem- 
nation, An Army of Sixty Thouſand Free-booters was 
let looſe upon us, whoſe only Pay was the Pillage and Plun? 
der of the Proteſtants, on whom they were appointed for 
free Quarters. "Thoſe Wretches ſeized our Properties as of 
Right, and entered our Houſes by Violence; they inſulted 
our Miſery, and perpetrated all Kinds of Villainy ; they 
invaded the Marriage Bed, they compelled the Parents to 
behold the Rape of their Daughters; our Submiſſion en- 
couraged them to proceed to new Injuries, and if we reſiſt- 
ed, we were dragged to Execution for Rebellion. 

The Traces of thoſe Times, my Countrymen, are not 
yet worn out, the Scars of thoſe Wounds are ſtill evident, 
and the Memory of them bleeds to this Day, 


If 
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If we are Freemen, if we are Men if we are Hugs 
bands, if we are Parents if we have Families to de- 
fend, or Properties to preſerve if Liberty and Reli- 
gion are more than Names if there is any Senſe of 
Honour, or even of Intereſt left among us——if an uni- 
verſal Lethargy does not prevail, if Cowardice has not 
quelled a Kingdom we will ariſe ! we will ſeize every 
Man his Sword! we will turn upon theſe Deſtroyers ! 
theſe Enemies of Mankind ! nor will we be appeaſed, till 
we have ſwept this Invader with his Slaviſh Rout, from the 
very Face of the Earth that they incumber, 


End of the Firſt Letter, 
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| THE 
FaRMER's Second LE T T E R to the 


PROTESTANTS of IRELAND. 


My Countrymen, | 
T may ſeem to you ſomewhat extraordinary, that one 
1 of my Occupation ſhould turn Author; and that a Man 
who holds the Plow With one Hand, ſhould preſume to 
take up the Pen with the other. I anſwer, that I was no 


more bred a Fencer than a Writer; and yet I would be 


bold, in the Cauſe of Liberty, to meaſure a Sword with 
the molt expert Slave in France, Occaſion will make the 

Coward valiant, and the Illiterate eloquent; the Senſe of 
Oppreſſion and Tyranny gave Utterance toBaalam'sAſs; and 
I have ſomewhere read of a young Prince born dumb, who 

on the ſudden Apprehenſion of Danger to a beloved Father, 

was inſtantly reſtored to Speech, and cried out with Power 
and Energy, O ſave the King 80 ſay I to you; ſave 

your King, fave your ſelves, ſave your Country! 

In the Commonwealth of ancient Rome, when Virtue was 
in its Vigour, and Liberty was the Life of the Conſtitution 
Farming was very far from being a deſpicable Employment. 
That old-faſhioned People had a great Reſpe& for thoſe, 
whole Induſtry gave Subſiſtance to the Public; and were 
weak enough to imagine, that he, who fed others by his La- 
bour, was full as valuable, and as honourable a Member of 
the State, as he who gorgeoufly laviſhed its Wealth, and 
ep upon its Vitals. They took up a Notion, that a 

an who earns his Bread, will chuſe to eat it in Freedom ; 
and that he who ſweats for his Property, will be moſt vie 
gorous to defend it : Hence the Senator was called from his 
Spade, and the Dictator from his Plowtfhare ; for they held, 
that Strength was the natural Conſequence of Exerciſe, that 


Palour received Acceſſion from having a Stake to fight for, 
and that the wiſeſt Councils were dictated, by the Worth, 


: and Honeſty of the Heart. 
55 £ . B V ith 
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With whatever Juſtice thoſe Maxims may be now ex- 
ploded, I cannot help feeling ſomewhat of their Force. 

When I walk abroad, and behold the Land I have fo 
painfully improved, the fair Parks I have fenced, and the 
Plantations, that were the Infants of theſe Hands : When 
I reflect, that I have long enjoyed the Security of theſe 
Bleflings, under his auſpicious Majeſty, notwithſtanding 
my Cavils againſt his Miniſters; and that the lordlieſt 
"Squire in the Land did not dare to touch my Perſon, 'my 
Character, or my Property with Impunity : Again, when I 
return home, and am met by a Wife of pleaſed and un- 
feigned Looks; when my Children ſpread their Arms a- 
round me, and my Heart pours out its Feelings over thoſe 
Rewards of my Induftry, and Pledges of my Happineſs ; 
is it poſſible that I ſhould think with Patience on the im- 
pending Ruin *—To ſee my Fields in Flames, my Houſe a 
Heap of Rubbiſh, my Wife rent from my Bofom, and my 
Infants quartered by War! I will never ſurvive to ſee ſuch 
a Day of Horrors, and I only wiſh for a thouſand Lives, 
that I might dieas many Deaths, in their Defence. 

Have you then, my. Countrymen, no ſuch Properties to 
preſerve, no Parents to protect, no Wives to cheriſh, nor 
Infants to defend? | 

On the other hand, I would demand, what Advantages 
any one of you can propoſe, from a Change of Government ? 
what is our Exception to the preſent? muſt we all be 
Penſioners and Placemen, or elſe unſatisfied ? The Expec- 
tation is as abſurd, as the Thing itſelf would be impoſſible. 
In the moſt perfect Adminiſtration, that the Wit of Man 
could imagine, the utmoſt that right Reaſon ſhould look 
for, would be Impunity to, Innocence, Encouragement to 
Induſtry, and Aſſurance to Poſſeſſion; and ſuch Advantages 
are extraordinary, conſidering the Prevalence of Tyranny, 
and Oppreſſion, throughout the Earth. | | | 

But whoſe Ox, or whoſe Aſs, hath his Majeſty taken; 
whoſe Blood hath he ſhed, whoſe Property hath he invaded? 
even the Enemies of George the Second, have enjoyed the 
daily Benefits of his Reign; and thoſe who rebel againſt 
him, have pcoſpered under his Influence: They are Rebels 
to their own Intereſt, and Traytors to their Poſterity. 

I am not a Man, my Brethren, that ever flattered my 


$uperiors, or ever complimented a Perſon in Power; I never. 
received, 


(3) 
received, nor applied for any Favour from his Majeſty, 
Gop bleſs him; nor have any Expectations from him, 
ſave what is common to us all like the Light, even the En- 
joyments of our Rights, and Preſervation of our Privileges: 
I will even ſuppoſe it were a Matter indifferent to us, whe- 
ther a George, or a Fohn, or any Name that pleaſes moſt, 
was on the Throne; provided our Bleed Conftitution were 
continued free, and intire to us and our Poſterity: Yet it 
always was, now is, and ever will be my Opinion, that, 
under Gop, the greateſt Security we can have, for the 
Maintenance of that Conſtitution, for the Preſervation of 
our Religion and Liberties, in every Branch, is the Con- 
tinuation of the regal Dignity, in the royal Houje of Ha- 
nover. = 
The Reaſon for this Opinion, is as glorious in Reflection, 
as it is happy in all Effects. 

The great and inconteſtible Claim of that Houſe to the 
Throne of thefe Kingdoms, is ſimply and ſingly founded 
on the Eſtabliſhment made in the late bleſſed Revolution; 
which Eſtabliſhment is our ſecond and ſureſt Hagna Char- 
ta; a Recognition of all our natural, civil, and religious 
Rights; and a perpetual Security, from any poſſible En- 
croachment on our Liberties, 

By this Eſtabliſhment, our Intereſt, and the Intereſt af 
the ruling Family, is one; we have no Liberty, but by ſup- 
porting them in the Succeffion ; they have no Title, but by 
ſecuring to us our Ltberties: They reign, but by our Freedom 
we are free, but by their Government: We are woven in the 
fame Workmanſhip; we are tied in the fame Knot : Looſe 
but one Part, and the Whole is quickly brought to Diſſo- 
lution ; ſhould they deprive us of our Privileges, they for- 
feit their own Title; ſhould we deprive them of the Crown, 
we forfeit our own Privileges; what Eftabliſhment can be fo 
firm, what Union can be ſo happy? 

ſhewed you in my firſt Letter, the Abſurdity of expect- 
ing any Security to the Lives, Religion, or Liberties of 
Prote/lant Subjects, from a Son of the Pope; and that a 
Prince educated in the Maxims of arbitrary Sway, and No- 
miſb Superſtition, muſt inevitably introduce Slavery and £- 
narchy, to the final Subverfion and Ruin of our Conſtitution. 

This I proved, as well from Experience, as the Nature 
of Things; and I may ſtill further affirm, both from Rea- 
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ſon and Experience; that Effects of the ſame fatal Ten- 
dency, may be expected, even from a Proteſtant Prince, 
who is in any Meaſure under the Influence of Popiſh Coun- 
cils; ſo ſpreadins and poiſonous is the Leaven of that Reli- 
gion, like the Evil Thing among the Fews, bringing Plagues 
and Perdition to the whole State. 

Though I ſhould paſs over the Reign of Queen Mary, 
bloody to a Proverb ; yet Hiſtory will ever remember, even 
while Charity would torget, the horrid Maſſacre of Forty- 
one; when our Enemies boaſted, that they committed 
Murder and Rapine by royal Warrant ; ; yet King Charles 
lived and died a Proteſtant, and the Pope aye him, on- 
ly by Authority of the Diltaff. 

Let us ſearch the Annals of all our Kings, "EO the Re- 

formation ; even now, let us look throughout the ſeveral 
Eftabliſhments upon Earth; and if any ſingle Branch of 
civil or religious Liberty, either did, or does ſubſiſt under 
the Influence of the Papal Hierarchy ; 1 will admit a Poſſi- 
bility, that the like may again come to paſs. 
Neither is the Reaſon of this, very difficult to be diſco- 
vered. The Church of Rome through all her Councils, 
Canons, Bulls, and Ordinances, ſets up for abſolute Infalli- 
bility ; and accordingly ſhe demands from all the Earth, im- 
plicit Faith in her Doctrines, and paſſive Obedience to her 
Dictates. 

I do not blame her; for conſidering the Point ſhe aims 
at, a finer Piece of Policy was never framed. | 

The ſureſt Way to plunder my Purſe, is to ſubdue my 
Body; and the ſafeſt Way to ſubdue my Body, is to lay 
that Spirit aſleep, which ſhould actuate and direct it. 

Where the Mind leads the Way „the Perſon and Fortune 
are ever in the Train ; there is not a more certain Conſe- 
quence in all Algebra; and I once heard a learned Jockey 
obſerve, that the beſt Method of ſubduing a ſtubborn 4/5 
to your Leading, was firſt to bridle the % Head. 

An old Story tells us, that when Doctor Far Aus bar- 
gained with the Devil, his Saul alone was mentioned in the 
Contract; and yet, when the Term of Forbearance was 
expired, that % Uſurer thought himſelf intitled to Body 
and Goods alſo, and accordingly ſeized them, as an Appen- 
dare or an et cetera of Pack-thread and Paper, 


It is juſt fo that the Chureb of Name, to obtain temporal 
Dominion, 
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Dominion, begins with ſpiritual Uſurpation; and firſt enflayes 
the Mind, in order to reduce the Body to Servitude : She 
diligently ſtudies and kens the Motives, by which frail Hu- 
manity is ated ; ſhe terrifies all Virtue without her Pale, by 
Perſecutions, Inquiſitions, Racks, Fires, and eternal Dam- 
nations; ſhe invites all Vice in, by Diſpenſations, Indul- 
gencies, and Pardons of every Crime, paſt, and to come; 
by auricular Confeſſions, ſhe dives into every Saul; by Pe- 
nances, ſhe Hays hold on every Purſe : Give her all your In- 
tereſt on Earth, and ſhe readily compliments you with 
whatever Intereſt ſhe has in Heaven : But once touch her 
Copyhold of this World, and every Fool knows the Errand 
and the Road ſhe will ſend you. | 

However various and uncertain ſhe may be in the Means; 
ſhe is eternally ſingle and uniform to the End ſhe propoſes : 
She ſerves not two Maſters; Mammon is the Point, to which 


her Heaven and her Hell, her Prayers and her Imprecations, 


her Penalties and Indulgencies, all tend, as ſo many Radius- 
es to their Center; it is the Port for which ſhe makes all 
Winds ſerve, and all Veſſels ſteer. She alone has effectu- 
ally found the Philoſopher*s Stone; ſhe is the real Midas, who 


touches all Things into Gold : Her Kingdom reaches with 
her Covetouſneſs, b:ry-nd the Grave; fhe purſues Men after 


Death, and compels Poſterity to pay for the Redemption of 
their Anceſtors. 

Should I aſſert, that the Almighty Power of God can- 
not act Impoſſibilities, or reconcile Contradictions ; I would 
not fear to offend the Divine AUTHOR of our Being : 
Yet this is a ſmall Matter with Rome; Good is no longer 
Good, when oppoſed to her Meaſures ; nor Evil evil, when 
committed to promote Purpoſes ſo literally valuable; ſhe is 
too wiſe to aſſign her Members any ſtated Principle of Mo- 
tion, or Rule of Action; this would have too much of the 
Shadow of Liberty, to avoid which, ſhe ſuſpends the whole 
moral Law, even the eternal and immutable Reaſon of 
Things, which ſhe alters, annihilates, or creates anew, at 
Pleaſure, while in one Breath ſhe enjoins Faith and Allegi- 
ance, in another, Rebellions and Perjuries; the ſame Acti- 
ons and Sentiments that ſhall, this Hour, waft her Votaries 
to Heaven, ſhall, in the next, precipitate them to the deep- 
eſt Perdition : She commands Peace, and Peace is holy ; 
the commangs War, and Peace becomes Damnation : There 

15 
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is no Virtue which ſhe doth not condemn ; no Vice which 
ſhe doth not ſanctify in Turn: All Nature is but a Juggle 
in her Hands ; here ſhe ſhews Truth and Reaſon, there Ab- 
ſurdity and Falſhood to the Spectators; ſhe cries—paſs /— 
At her Word they change Places, and each becomes the 
other in an Inſtant. | 

Her Infallibility is the Rudder, which ſhe aſſumes, to 
pilot this great Veſſel of the World; ſhe winds it to her 
own Purpoſes, and freights it with her own Treaſures : Do 
but queſtion her Prerogative, and in the Name of Heaven, 
ſhe looſes Hell upon you; Rapes, Rapines, and Midnight 


Maſſacres, are the bleſſed of the Lord; and eternal Hap- 


pyneſs becomes due to Villainies and Murders, Believe ye 
not her Ordinances, you who are her Votaries? Ye muſt 
believe, and obey ; to doubt is Hereſy, and Hereſy is Con- 
fiſcation and Death, 

Unhappy Men! to what a State are ye reduced ; what 


Uſurpations ye ſuffer | what Proftitutions of Heaven, what 


Monopolies of Earth, what a Night of Superſtition, what 
a Wilderneſs of Doctrine, what Deprivations of Truth, 
what Perſwaſion to Error, what Slavery of Mind, and Pe- 
nalties of Body! Ye were born in the Yoke of your wretch- 
ed Forefathers; and you have neither Courage nor Strength 
to free yourſelves from ſo great a Burden, We compaſſi- 
onate your Captivity ; but we will die rather than ſhare it: 
We love and would cheriſh you; but we will not arm you 
to our own Danger. . 

And you my Fellow Proteſtants reflect, that ſince the 
Imperial Prieſthood of Rome uſurp a double Dominion, 
over the Souls and Bodies of their Fraternity ; what are we 
to expect from ſuch Rulers? If they treat their own Houſe- 
hold with Severity, how much more, Aliens and Enemies? 

You ſee that in order to be the Kings, they make them- 
ſelves the Gods of this World ; but then you alſo ſee, that 
the extent of their Godhead is Demoniſm, and all the Attri- 
butes of their Kingſbip are Tyranny, | 

The Church of Rome will ſuffer a Philip, or a Lewis to 
fit on the Throne of their Anceſtors; provided they ac- 
knowledge her Supremacy, and are obſequious to her Ap- 
pointments. On thoſe Terms ſhe will preach Peace under 
Tyranny, and Submiſſion to all Taxes and Impoſitions; 
becauſe ſhe herſelf ſhares the Power and Revenues, and en- 
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joys the Fruit of ſo celeſtial a Doctrine: But ſhould Ph:lip 
or Lewis attempt to free themſelves from her Bondage; 
ſhould they even aſſemble their People, and propoſe to them 
to unite, in a mutual Syſtem of Liberty to King and Sub- 
jects; ſuch a glorious Overture would of all Things be moſt 
likely to eraſe their own Title, and overturn their Throne: 


The Subjects would be inſtantly abſolved from their Allegi-- 


ance, and Rebellion would be enjoined under the Pain of 
Damnation : Bulls and Spiritual 'Thunders, would bellow 
through the Nation: The Populace would never endure the 


Terrors of Excommunication ; and they would certainly re- 


turn to the Tyranny of the Prieſthood, in order to be re- 
conciled to their Gop and their Religion; ſuch is the irre- 
meable Gulph in which thoſe Wretches are plunged ; ſuch 
is the impaſſable Circle in which they are compaſſed, and 
the indiſſoluble Cords by which they are retained ; fo ut- 
terly incompatible is Liberty and Prieſt-craft, ſo impoſſible 
to be a Papiſt, without being a Slave. 


It is thus that the Church of Rome ſtrongly fecures the 


Poſſeſſions ſhe has already gained, and ſhe is alſo induſtrious 
to enlarge them: She will be ſatisfied with nothing leſs 
than univerſal Monarchy ; and ſhe is both wiſe and indefa- 
tigable to accompliſh her Purpoſes. Fear her Arts, for they 
are crafty ! fear her Actions, for they are crue]/: You hear 
of her Bmiſſeries in all Courts; you ſee them in all Places: 
They are a kind of Ub:zyuitarians; and where they are not 


in Perſon, they exiſt in Power and Influence: All Plots are 


of their Contrivance, all Miſchieſs are of their Conception: 
They worm themſelves into the Cabinets of Princes; they 
dictate the Councils of Kings; and a Cardinals Cap is the 
Crown of Crowns. Chrift ſaid, my Kingdom is not of this 
World ; for it ſeems, this World was left wholly, to his in- 
fallible Vicar. 

I am not, my Brethren, of a perſecuting Diſpoſition ; 
and it is the tremendous Occaſion merely, that carries mo 
even thus far. I ſhould fear nothing from the Ramiſh Lai- 
ty; if they were not poſſeſſed by thoſe enthuſiaſtic, and 
cruel Spirits, that go about ſeeking whom they may devour : 
Nay I am perſonally acquainted with ſeveral, both of their 
Clergy, and Laity, who, in many reſpects, appear to be 

ood Chriſtians, and whom I believe in all reſpects moral 
n: But this knowledge brings no Safety along with it; 
for 
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for though a few ſhould refuſe to obey the Dictates; yet 
none of them will dare to betray the Councils of their 


Rulers. 


I obſerve that the Papiſts of this Kingdom, are particu- 
larly placid and peaceable, at this Seaſon: But reflect 


whether we ought not to dread the heavier Storm, from 


ſo very ſtill and ſullen a Calm. | 
They ſay to us, had we lived in the Days of our Fathers, 
we would not have been Partakers with them, in their Oppreſſi- 
ons and Maſſacres: But. herein they confeſs themſelves to be the 
Children of thoſe Men, by whom our Maidens were polluted, 
by whom our Matrons were left childleſs; by whom our 
Grandſires were butchered, and their Infants daſhed againſt 
the Stones. Up then, my brave Countrymen! gird on 
our Arms! ſtand for your ſelves! be ſtrong to defend your 
Rights, be valiant to repel the Invaders Vet, we will do 
no Wrong, we will commence no Violence againſt our in- 
mate Enemies, while they prefer Peace to War, and the 
Adminiſtration of Juſtice to Rebellion: But we will pro- 
vide againſt their Treaſon ; and we will ſave them alſo, if 
poſſible, from the Slavery to which they are prompt; as 
we would preſerve a mad Brother, that runs into the Flames. 


End of the Second Letter. 
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Faxmgr's Third LET TER to the 


PROTESTANTS of IRELAND. 
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Fellow Proteſtants and Countrymen, 

T Have already repreſented to you, in two former Letters, 
the great and heavy Dangers that impend over us and 
- our Poſterity, from the Power of France and Spain, the 
Principles of our inmate Enemies, and the Intrigues of the 
Church of Rome; who like the World, the Fla and the 
Devil, make up a tripple Alliance of Strength, intimacy and 
Craft, ſufficient for as formidable a War as ever was waged 

againſt Religion and Liberty. TEES | 
I have alſo ſhewn you, how the Church of Rome, like 
that Arch-Politician, makes uſe of both the other Patvers, 
to reduce us by Farce, or circumvent us by Treachery ; 
that as ſhe is ambitious of being the Prince of this Warld, 


the aims at the Perverſion of all Mankind; that ſhe has al- 
ready ſeduced Millions to her State of Pergition ; that, for 
any Ages, ſhe has attempted theſe Kingdoms of Light and 
Liberty; and that, now, once for all, ſhe makes her grand 
Fort: She exerts all her Influence, and ſummon's all her 
Powers, to ſubdue us to Her Dominion of Darkneſs and Chains, 
to which the Deſcent ir eaſy, but from whance there is no Re- 


1 am ſenſible that there are many ſpecious Traytors who 


would inſinuate to you, that there is no Neceſſity for this 
great Alarm; that nothing is meant of thoſe Evils I have 
repreſented ; and that the worſt intended, by the preſent 

nyaſion, is a Transferenee of the Crqwn, without any 


Deſign e Conſtitution, our Liberties, or our Res 


ligion: They would perſwade you, that the young Man, 
Who hath adventured ſo daring an Enterprize, is a Perſon 
of many Virtues and Accompliſhmepts;- that he hagynder- 
taken-this Expedition, — to promote our Welfqre ; _ 
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accordingly he hath iſſued his Manifeſtos, and promiſes, 
upon his Honour, to preſerve our Conſtitution in Church and 

State. | 

Obſerve, my Countrymen, he promiſes pon his Honour ; 
who is then ſo incredulous as to doubt his Intentions? not I, 
nor you, T hope ; no, not the Traytors who would infinu- 
ate {ſuch Deluſions, nor even his God-fathers, - Lewis and 
the Pope, who would lay this Child at our Doors, and are 
ready to vow all Things an his Name. 

His Promiſes indeed are merry ; but Heaven preſerve us 
from the woful Performance. 

Can he promiſe away his Nature and Education? Can 
he promiſe away the Principles, and Blood of his Anceſtors ?- 
Can he promiſe away the Hopes he has already given.our 
Enemies, his Gratitude to Abettors, and Pre-engagements 
to Confederates ? vt | : 1 : 

Diſeaſe and Weakneſs are ever ready to promiſe, what 
Health and Power as quickly diſavow: But the Promiſes of 
Deſign, are like Scaffolds to a Building; they are made, but 
for the Seaſon; they are framed, to be brought to Diſſolu- 
tion; they. engage, in order to betrag. 

Suppoſe (and yet the Suppoſition is as ſhocking as I truſt. 
it is abſurd) ſuppoſe, I ſay, that it were poſſible. for the. 
Pretender to arrive at the Throne; there are but three 
Motives conceivable in Nature, from whence he could poſ- 
ſibly be induced to preſerve, the Conſtitution of theſe King - 
doms; that is to ſay, Inclination, Honour, or Intereſt, and 
all three apparently tend to its Subverſion. For firſt with 
reſpect to his Inclination——As our Conſtitution is a limited 
Monarchy, he could no otherways preſerve it, than by li- 
miting that Authority which 5 would give him; 
But Power is an Article that all Men are naturally fond of; 
the Evil deſire it that they may fin with Fullneſs and Secu- 
tity ; the Good, to extend their Capacity of Benefaction: 
And confident I am, that the beſt Lover of his People up- 
on Earth, would unwillingly ſurrender a Prerogative, of 
whoſe Poſſeſſion he has once taſted the Sweets What 
new Phenomenon then are we to expect in the preſent Di- 
ſturber? alas, his Inclinatibn is ſo particularly, ſo publick- 
Iy, and fo perfectly known, that there is not one Enemy 

of our Conftitution who doth not this Day ſecretly, rejoice 
in the Proſpect of its Overthrow ; It is this ſingle FOE and 
| 9%; a con- 
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Conſciouſneſs that attaches his private Friends and open 


Adherents to his Enterprize; and only treats, us as a 


Lady of Reputation, whom he imagines inclined to be ſe- 


duced; and merely promiſes Marriage, to give us ſome 
Kind of Colour, ſome little Apology for conſenting to be 
undone. 7 | 8 


But then his Honour Ay now, my Friends, Fime is 


to call it in Queſtion; for when his Ends are accompliſhed, 
it may be ſomewhat of the lateſt; who then ſhall dare to 


reproach him? This Kind of Honour has great Latitude 


and Alluſion, it is the old Net in which Gudgeons are 
taken; Sextus Quintus, when a Cardinal, ſpread one over 


his Table, and his Fare was as homely as his Cloath ; the 
Fame of this Abſtinence procured him the Popedom ; then 


was the Net caſt aſide as a mere Apparatus, and Sextus ho- 


neſtly avowed, that it now became an Incumbrance, as the 
Proſpect of fiſhing was over, and all he could look for al- 


ready caught, Sure, we are not to learn, that the very Ho- 


nour, which this Man offers to us, is previouſly engaged to 

our Enemies: That ExpeQation is profuſe of Promiſes, 

which Power may pay at leiſure. That Væ Victis is a Max- 

im which every Age hath experienced, and that the Con- 
uered can claim no Conditions, 


'The laſt "Thing, now to be inquired, is, whether it would 


be the Intereſt of the Pretender to maintain the Conftituti- 
on of theſe Kingdoms as now happily eſtabliſhed in Church 


and State; and herein he differs widely from all his Ance- 
ſtors. They came to the Throne without Contention, and 
all our Records, make it evident, that it was highly for their 
Intereſt to preſerve the Affections of their People, by ſup- 
porting a Conſtitution to which they were peaceably and a- 
micably called; and yet, either through Ambition, Weak- 
neſs, or Bigotry, they to a Man made it the Buſineſs of 
their ſeveral Reigns, to alter or ſubvert it. 

On the other hand this Stranger comes with Violence, 
abetted by all the Powers with whom we are actually at 
War, and in the open and avowed Oppoſition to our preſent 
Conſtitution, which, after the ſeveral Encroachments and 
Inroads made by his Anceſtors, was revived, limited, and 
eſtabliſhed anew, on the late glorious Revolution. 

Can any One then be ſo weak, as really to imagine, that 
He will ever think it his Intereſt, to ſupport a Conſtitution, 


by 
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by which the Actions of his Anceſtors ftand condemned, 
hy which He and his Iſſue are exprefly excluded from the 
Throne, and which was eſtabliſhed in the very Abolition 
of all his pretended Rights? The Abſurdity is too flagrant, 
It is not for ſuch Purpoſes, that the Enemies of our Rights 
and Religion are attached to his Enterprize, that All who 
are Foes to our Intereſts are Friends to his; it is not to pre- 
ſerve the Previleges of Proteſtants that the whole Body of 
Papiſts are his Adherents; and it is ſcarce to maintain the 
Liberties, enlarge the Trade, confirm the Power, and en- 
creaſe the Wealth of theſe Kingdoms, that our foreign 
Enemies expend their Treaſure and their Blood, on this ſo 
Friendly an Expedition. 5 

What the World expects from the Succeſs of the Preten- 
der is then evident. It amounts to no leſs than a total Ruin 
of our State. Their Expectation is juſt, their Diſappoint- 
ment would be amazing, and his own, Ruin would inevitably 
follow. For, were it poſſible for the Pretender to incline 
toward a Conſtitution, to which he is ſo naturally, ſo ha- 
bitually, and ſo intereſtedly averſe, he would ſap the onl 
Pillars on which his Throne could be erected; he wou 
prove treacherous and ungrateful to Reme, to France, and 
e Spain, on whoſe Beneficence he and his Family have ſab- 
ſiſted, whoſe Soldiers are now levied, whoſe Fleets are e- 
quipped, and whoſe Money is laviſhed in his Service; he 
would juſtly forfeit the Affection of his Adherents; he would 
turn the Hearts of all his Friends to the bittereft Enmity ; they 
would again riſe in favour of ſome new Pretender; and his 
ſole Refource muſt be to the ſhattered Remains of fuch pre- 
earious and daftardly Proteſtants, as were baſe enough to 
ſurvive the Slaughter of their Brethren, | 

Go then, Ye Rebellious! Ye Forſaken of Wiſdom ! ſub- 
mit yourſelves to your Seducer ! ſolicit his Tyranny, ſue for 


Perdition! prove of what extreme Perverſion the Nature of 


Man may be capable! forfake your Go», your King, and 
your Country! draw your Swords in th Cauſe of their 
Enemy, and ſtab at the very Face of your owns Rights and 
your Religion! this will be a Sacrifice becoming Apoſtates 
to ſuch a Maſter 3 who comes thus engaged by all the Ties 
of Iuclinatian, of his Honour, and of his Fnereſt, to hy 
your whole State in Ruin, and eraſe the very Name of 4 
Proteſtant from Earth. TY 
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How unaccountable are the Tempers of Men how 
reſtleſs, how variable 1 how craving, how unſatisfied !' how 
blind to their own Happineſs7 how devious from their own 
Intereſts! how greedy of Novelty, how loathing of 
Ment! they are actuated by Whim; they are p like a 
Ship from her Courſes, and have not whither to ſteer; in 
this Breath it is Hoſanna4 in ns next it is Crucify ! now 
they cry a Samuel, a Samuel! and ae again they reject the Em 
pire of Gop himſelf, and a Saul is preferred to the Al- 
MIGHTY ONE of Iſrael. 

Pardon me, my trymen, I wonder not that the - 
Pretender ſhould ſeek the Beſtruction of theſe Kingdoms by 
whom he was caſt forth; I wonder not that Rome' ſhould 
found a Trumpet to the Battle, nor that the Powers of 
Superſtition and Slavery ſhould all unite in ſo intereſting. a 
Cauſe: For the Devils who hate the Light, yet envy the 
Lovers thereof, and would reduce them to that Darkneſs 
to which themſelves are irrevocably doomed. But that 
Engliſhmen, that Proteſtants, that Freemen ſhould do like- 
wiſe; that the Natives of Canaan ſhould ſigh for that 
Agyptian Taſk and Stubble from whenee their Anceſtors 
8 ſo miraculouſly redeemed : This is altogether amaze- 

: It is as theſe Eyes ſhould curfe the Sun that enlightens 
3 and theſe Lips, the fruitful Seaſons by which they 
are fed, 

We are not ignorant, my Friends, of the Maxims in» 
vented by political Logicians, by civil as well as religious 
Jeſuiſts, to gloſs their latent Deſigns, and ſcreen the Abo- 
minations of arbitrary Power. Ex Deo Rex, ex Rege Lex ; 
Once a King, and always a King; Paſſiue Obedience; Non Ne- 
feftance; Divine indefeaſible, Hereditary Right, are ſophiſti- 
cated Terms of eternal Cavil and Argument; for as they 
have no Exiſtence in Reaſon, ſo no determinate Meaning 
can ever be aſſigned: I ſhall not therefore attempt to 
combat a Shadow, whoſe Inability is its Defence ; but 1 
will at once come to the very Letter of plain Reaſon and 
common Senſe; and however it may be varioufly aſſerted 
that Government is originally Divine or Patriarchal, heredi- 
zary or elective, &c, I truſt by a few familiar Images, and 

a few very ſimple, but very " hone Words, to confound 
the Wiſdom of State-craft, and Prieſt-worn Policy. 

By way of Compariſon, I will ſuppoſe, that a uin 

Corporation 
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Corporation of Men have appointed ſome eminent Phyſi- 
cian for the Preſervation of their Health, and Lawyer for 
the Protection of their Properties. But now ſhould the 
Firſt preſcribe Poyſon to their Conſtitutions, and the Latter 
ſtudy the Means of reducing them to Poverty; I believe 
very 7 Will fay that ſuch a Corporation would be blame- 
able for diſcharging both the One and the Other. Many 
-would think it a Duty incumbent on them to do ſo, and 
ſome violent Tempers would be apt to conceive that fo 
great a Treachery deſerved ſome little Puniſhment, 

I will however ſuppoſe that this Corporation had an im- 

plicit Faith, and paid a paſſive Obedience to the Conduct 
of their Lawyer, and the Preſcriptions of their Phyſician, 

and accordingly endured till their Eſtate was wholly embez- 
zled, and their Health ſcarce retrievable. Will this mend 
the Matter in favour of thoſe Guardians? or will not fuch 
a Confidence rather aggravate the Treaſon on one Side, and 
the Juſtice of the Reſentment on the other ? 

Yet further—give me leave to ſuppoſe, that a Perſon pre- 
ſents himſelf to this Corporatian, both as their Lawyer and 
Phyſician, and affures'them that he is come from Gop, 
with full Authority to diſpoſe of their Lives and Fortunes 
at pleaſure. —He is believed and admitted accordingly. 
And now it would be natural to conceive the higheſt Ex- 
pectations, and to look for the moſt happy Effects, ſome- 
thing more than Mortal, from One ſo divinely Commiſſion- 
ed. But ſhould it be diſcovered; by long and rueful Expe- 
rience, that this Man had profaned the Name of Heaven, 
merely to authorize the Works of Perdition ; it is not very 
abſurd to ſuppoſe, that after a tedious and miſerable For- 
bearance, this Corporation might be almoſt tempted to caſt 
this Man forth, as a Blaſphemer of Gop, and an Enemy 
to the Children of his Creation. 

But laſtly, ſhould a Perſon preſent himſelf, who is born 
and bred, known, avowed, and previouſly declared and 
provided againſt, as an Enemy to this Corporation, to its 
Health, its Eſtate, and its Franchiſes : Should this Corpo- 
ration, notwithſtanding, admit this very Perſon ; I ſhall 
no longer heſitate to affirm, they would be moſt juſtly ſhorn 
of their Privileges, they would moſt detervedly periſh with 
all their Rights. 

His Majeſty,King Saul, was the firſt Lord's — a 

that 


(a9 


tnat I can hear of, and ſure He had all the divine Right. 
and ſomewhat more, than the utmoſt Pretences, of his 
his Majeſty King James could amount to; and yet, 1 


cannot find in my Family-Bible, that Gop ever made a 


Grant of the People, even to this his Elect, nor that King 
Saul ever had the Impudence to demand ſo extraordinary 4 
Property. He was granted, indeed, to the People, at their 
very preſſing and particular Inſtance; but we find that even 


this Grant was Conditional, and a Body of Laws was at the 


ſame Time compiled and eſtabliſhed; which was to be a 


common Standard of Behaviour to King and Subjects. 


Accordingly, when Saul tranſgreſſed thoſe Statutes, and 
made light of the Injunctions of the ALMIGHTY ; when 


he took the Freeborn of 1ſrael for his Servants, and the Fair 
Ones of Judah for his Hand Maidens; When the Evil- 


— 


Spirit of Tyranny came upon him; When he ſought to 


entrap the Life of Innocence, and hunted Loyalty as a Deer 


through the Foreſt; When his Heart turned from the 


LoRD, and put its Truſt in the Witehcrafts of Superſtition; 
The LoRp alſo turned from Saul, and Saul with his whole 
Houſe were for ever rejected from being Kings over Ifrael. 

Here, my Countrymen, was litterally Ex Des Rex, fed 
Lex Regi. Once à King, and never more a King. Didine., 
yet defeaſible and  inhereditary Rigbt.—80 falls the labour'd 
Caſtle in Which Tyrants put their Confidence; and fo va- 
niſhes the Phantom which wiſe Prieſts had conjured up for, 


a Terror to the Ignorant. _ | 


8 
„ 


Jam thus far authoriſed by Scripture ; and I am further 


authoriſed by Reaſon to remark, that Gop elected Saul to 


be King, at the ſame time that he foreſaw he would reject - 


him ; and therefore elected him as an Example to all Kings 
for ever, that they ſhould not hope to / his NAME for the 
Abuſe of his Creatures; and that no Right, divine or human, 
can be given, for Mrong- doing, the Abſurdity of this Ex- 
preſſion ſhew$ the Abſurdity of the Claim, and the Contra- 
diction in the Terms ſhews as ſtrong 4 Contradiction in 
Nature. 

Theſe would be bold Truths, my Friends, in any other 
Climate, or under any other King, ſuch, as never were 
uttered in the Reign of a James or a Charles, and ſuch, as 
my Head ſhould anſwer throughout the Dominions of the 
Karth : But his Majeſty's gracious Government protects 


me, 


| (3) 
me, in the Avowal of that, which is Treaſon to all other 
"_ Adminiſtrations. Truth cannot hurt our King, and 
whatever makes againſt Tyranny muſt tend to his Honvur. 
Under. him, we think freely, we ſpeak freely, we act 
. freely; and this alone is the Way, to act gloriouſly, and to 
live happily. Where can we find ſuch Privileges? and 
could we forſake him, to whom ſhall we fly? We will not 
forſake him, my Countrymen, His Value is endeared to 
us by the Apprehenſion of loſing Him, and We vow to 
Heaven, and to Earth, that we will not have this Stranger 
to rule over us. We will not be guilty of the Scripture Pa- 
radox, We will not ſuffer this Patch of Rome on the good 
eld Britiſh Garment, which would inevitably rend the whole 
Veſture into Shreds. | | 
We have often been accuſed of Quarrelling, but never 
of Cowardice; We can fight where it is our Duty to for- 
bear; a Word, nay a Look of Inſult, is judged ſufficient - 
to put Life to the Hazard. What may we not perform, 
then, when the Free ſhall be ſpurred ? and the Valiant in- 
ſtigated by Motives, that would kindle the Froſt into 
Flame? In that Day, let no Man depend on the Arm 
of another! let him fight, as though He alone were to de- 
cide the Glory of the Battle ! As though the Ghoſts of his 
Honourable Anceſtors puſhed him onward ! As though 
Pofterity were already born, and cryed upon him for Li- 
berty My Life here, and my Soul hereafter on the 
Juſtice of our Quarrel. 0 
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The FARMER S Fourth LETTER to the 
PROTESTANTS of IRELAND. | + 


IF Have been told by the Learned, that there is a Sort of 
| Reſemblance between the Qualities of the Soul and Bo- 
A dy; and that the Mind has a Kind of Stomach, which 
digeſts, and changes all Things, however different, to a 
Likeneſs of its own Nature and Diſpoſition, and ſo ſupplies 
Nouriſhment for Vice or Virtue, moral Health or Diftem- 
per, Reaſon or Paſſion, 8 ES 
Tt is hence, they fay, that nothing is ſo good but it may 
afford Matter of Evil, nothing ſo evil but Good may be 


taken from it; and that Medicine will turn to Poiſon, or 


Poiſon to Medicine, agreeable to the Conſtitution that re- 
ceives them; as the Bee gathers Honey from the very Flower 
which had ſupplied Venom to. the Serpent. . 

I am ſenſibſe that ſome Gentlemen are apt to refine too 
highly from the Subſtance of Things; and yet Experience 
has convinced me of much 'Truth in theſe their Obſervati- 
ons. On one Side I have ſeen Learning add Weight to Stu- 
pidity, and Courts improve the Follies of a Coxcomb; the 
Atheiſt will gather Argument even from the Preacher, and 
the Rebel plant Diſſoyalty on the very Favour of his King: 
On the other Side all Objects can adminiſter to Wiſdom, 


and all Occurrences to Virtue, the ſocial Duties of Life may 


be learned from Brutes, and a Leſſon of Politics from the 
very Inſects of the Creation. 

I once viſited an Zap Gentleman, who was one of 
thoſe whom they call the Yirtus, and had carried his Ob- 
ſervations to a great Length ; he had for many Years retired 
to the Country, as he told me, in Search of Truth; for 
Man, faid he, is ſtudied in Fallbood, he eats the Bread of 
Cunning, he wears a Number of Veils, and hides the very 
Arts by which he deceives you: But rural Nature is frank, 
kind, and delightful; ſhe holds a Depth of Knowledge, 
and yet is open to Inſtruction. | | 

his-whimſfical Diſcourſe gave me a Curioſity to be fur- 
ther acquainted; accordingly I endeavoured to accommo- 
date myſelf to his ſolitary Difpolition, and had the good 

Fortune to ſucceed in his Favour. MAT 
On 
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On a Summer's Morning, as we ſtrolled the Fields, 1 
now ſaid he, am perſuaded, that the ancient Brachmans 
and Mandarins underſtobd the Language of Brutes. Be 
not ſurprized, continued he, the Nature of Language is 
various, and more truly underſtood from Action than the 
Tongue: I-myſelf am a confiderable Proficient in the 
Knowledge of this Kind of Expreſſion ; and what we 
talked the other Day of the Temper of a certain Nation, 
puts me in Mind of a late Event, that will altogether a- 
maze a Man of your narrow Experience and little Know- 
ledge in Polity. | 2 

© Know then, that though I avoid the Company of Men, 
it is not by Choice but Conſtraint. I love to behold the 
Human Face divine, but their Vices drive me from among 
them: Wherefore to ſatisfy, in ſome Meaſure, this ſocial 
Thirſt of my Nature, I have ſtocked my Land with all 
Kinds of Beaſts, Birds, and Inſects, whoſe Diſpoſition 
leads them to Community: With theſe I aſfemble, with 
theſe I converſe; I ſtudy. their Manners, I trace them 
through all their Actions; We have a mutual Regard to 
the Wants of each other ; I ſupply them with Food, and 
they ſupply me with Knowledge. | 

I may with Truth affirm, that the ALMIGHTYy is never 
greater than in little Matters, nor the Infinity of WispoM 
more extenſive, than when ſeemingly reduced to a Point: 
My chief Attention therefore, is to the minuteſt Animals 
of the Creation: There is no Species of Inſects whoſe 
Weal I have not cultivated ; and inconſiderable as I ap- 
pear to you, I am the Lord of many powerful Monarch- 
ies, elegant Cities, and well peopled States. 

© Were it to my preſent Purpoſe, I could ſhew you, that 
neither the Wiſdom, the Wit, nor the Wantonneſs of 
Man, ever formed a greater Variety of political Syſtems, 
than may be diſcovered among the ſeveral Societies of thoſe 
little Creatures : But I haſten to the Point in View. 


© The Government of the Bees is the moſt perfect, and | 


beſt provided of any under Heaven; they have a limited 
Monarchy whoſe executive Power is Jodged in One, tho 
the Nobles and Peon!s have their independent Share in the 
Legiſlature, together with a certain Check and Controul 
over the Execution of thoſe Laws, which they jointly aſſiſt 
to frame, for the Good of the whole Community, : 
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As my dear native Country has the Honour of mimick+ 
ing this wiſe Nation in their Conſtitution, my Inquiry 
into their Polity was extremely earneſt, and coſt me the 
Application of ſome Years. For this important Purpoſe 
I provided a Variety of Glaſs Hives, by whoſe Aſſiſtance 
© ] was admitted into the Cabinets of Princes; I entered 
their Auguſt Senates, I mingled in their Debates, and was 
* ſometimes vain enough to believe myſelf of Conſequence 
© among this People.“ Es 

Here I could not reſtrain a Smile; and I told my Friend 
it was a Pity that thoſe Debates were not publiſhed in ſome 
modern Language, as I did not doubt but the Ingenuity of _ 
the Interpreter would amply ſupply the Obſcurity of the Text. 
© Your Error, he replied ſeriouſly, proceeds from Preju- 
dice. The Hiſtory of this People is without Compariſon 
more accountable than that of the human Species: Our 
Language indeed has more of Sound, but leſs of Signifi- 
cation; and as our Actions are infinitely leſs uniform, fa 
our Thoughts are leſs intelligible by our Kind of Expreſ- 
ſion— But to proceed. No 
some Generations paſſed away during this my Attend- 
ance, ard a few Revolutions happened, in which the 
Conteſt was always between the Prince, and the People; 
between the Attempts after abſolute Power on one Side, 
and the Defence of Liberty on the other. The Prince 
had been always the firſt Aggreſſor, and the People. in the 
Iſſue were always triumphant ; and though both Parties 
were guilty in their Turn of great Cruelties and Exceſſes, 
yet the Event contributed more and more to the Glory 
and Happineſs of this Nation ; and the. Conſtitution 
* ſeemed at laſt fo firmly eſtabliſhed, as not to admit a 
Poſſibility of Diſturbance or Decay. 

But alas, how unſtable is the Condition of Mortality 
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_ © a Life ſo precarious can include nothing certain, and no De- 


* pendance can be fixed within the Changes of the Moon. 
It was upon a Summer when the Seaſon was peculiarly 
mild, the Sun ſhone forth with a delicious Brightneſs, the 

Herbs uttered voluntary Fragrance, the Dews deſcended 

in Ambroſia, and laviſhed on this People the Labours of 

© a Thouſand Years, Fatal Bounty! better had it been 
that Winter had till prevailed, and that the black North 
had blown for ever, For, lo! this People, late ſo with 
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ſo induſtrious, ſo frugal, ſo eſtabliſhed in Government, 


* ſo upright in Morals, became ſuddenly enervated by Plea- 
© ſure, and corrupted by Plenty. 

* Heaven ſeemed at once to deprive them of Knowledge; ; 
the divine Light of Inftin& was almoſt utterly quenched ; 
* and little more was left them, than what reſembled the 
£ Glimmerings of human Reaſon ; juſt enough to argue, 

but not to decide; enough to ſhew they were in Error, but 
not to guide them to Rectitude. 

They retained indeed the old Terms and Names of 
© Things, but they wholly loſt their Signification. Never 
© was there greater Buſtle about public Spirit and Liberty; 
© they were ſpoke of by all Perſons, they were claimed by 
all Parties, but they were poſſeſſed by none, their Sound 
< was in all Places, but the Subſtance was no where to be 
found. 

* During this Delirium of the Times a Queen filled the 
Seat of Power, who hitherto had reigned, apparently to the 


Satisfaction, and truly to the Advantage, of all her Subjects. 


Her Majeſty had a daring Spirit, but her Temper was 
c all Clemency 3 ; ſhe was herſelf fearleſs of Danger, and yet 
made it her $tudy to keep her People in Safety ; Malice 
© could not accuſe her of a ſingle Action of Cruelty, or 
* Oppreffion ; and though ſhe was highly jealous of her 
* own Honour and Prerogative, ſhe had * r no Attempt 
* on the Privilege of others. 

* Unhappily the Wits were none of her Favourites; ſhe 
© regarded not the Talents of the Speaker, and depended on 


her Actions merely, for her Fame and her Vindication. 


* This was an Inftance of the Integrity of her Heart; 
* but it was by no Means a Proof of her Policy. 
Genius is like a Whale, that will have Employment; 
and if you throw not out a Cafk, it may aſſault and en- 
danger the whole Ship. 
« Accordingly it came to paſs ; for as there is no Admi- 


195 * niſtration at which ſome Umbrage may not be taken, the 


prime Wits laid hold of the ſmalleſt Peccadillos, which 


they magnified: by their Art, and ſpread by their Inſinu- 


© ations. 


The Populace are a Kind of Tinder, and Patriotiſm, 


* whether real or pretended, is the Spark by which they 


© are inflamed. 
4 « A 


XX ˙ . ² TT I wi my Wh: .- 


s ow CTY % 


(5) 


© A Faction was quickly kindled, that roſe from mur- 
© muring into Clamour: The Miniſtry was declared the 
Object of their Diſcontent; and whatever was propoſed, 
though for the Good of the Country, if propoſed by the 
© Court, became therefore exceptionable. PRE 
« Hereupon the Miniſtry began to be alarmed; they had 
© really been guilty of ſome falſe Steps, and were ſtil] more 
* unfortunate in ſeveral Miſcarriages ; they apprehended the 
© Difaffefion to be more general than actually it was, and 
© that a Faction would not dare to lift itſelf in the Hive 
© without a deeper and broader Baſe than yet appeared to 
* ſight : Thus their Fears repreſented Matters as already far 
© gone, that their Safety might better be procured by de- 
© fending than reforming their Meaſures, and that this 
© could be effected no otherwiſe than by oppoſing Power 
© to Power, and Faction to Faction. | 
This Oppoſition ſerved but to inflame and heighten 
© Oppoſition, and the Alarm from hence became but too 
© general, The Bees are of all Nations the moſt attached 
© to their Eſtabliſhment, and moſt jealous of their Rights. 
Some Misfortunes could not but happen, in Conſequence 
© of ſuch Meaſures; and theſe provoked even the Mode- 
rate to complain. 

- © It was at this unhappy Criſis, that all thoſe who were 
* privately the Enemies of the Conſtitution, aſſumed the 
« Maſk of Patriotiſm : As theſe joined in the common Cry, 
© ſo they opened the loudeſt; and were proud to follow 
© ſome known Friends of the State, to hunt Royalty to 


Death, as they imagined, and to rend the Conſtitution 


© in Pieces. 

In ſhort a national Spleen ſpread like a Contagion ; it 
became a Diſeaſe, it infected the whole Hive; and the 
Frenzy of the Times might be juſtly enough entitled the 
© Ravings of a diftempered and feveriſh Body. But it was 
the Faſhion to be mad, and that was ſufficient Apology 
for the Wiſeft. 

All private Difcontents were made a Pretence for pub- 
lie Clamour. The Full murmured becauſe they were 
proud, and the Empty becauſe they were pinched : The 
© Poor envied the State of the Wealthy ; and the Wealthy 
© were covetous of larger Poſſeſſions: Thoſe out of Office 
* eould not be ſatisfied with any Adminiſtration ; and even 
* thoſe 


SP 


| (6) 
thoſe in Place, could not be gratified to their own Senſe 
of their Merits : All lighted what they had; all coveted. 
what they had not; yet none knew what they wanted.. 
Nothing weighed equal in the State: All was too light 
or too heavy, too hot or too cold. Wickedneſs invent- 
ed new Buzzings and Whiſperings; Folly hunted after 
the Extravagance of thoſe Tidings; while Indolence a- 
lone ſat ſtill, nor regarded the Tide, or the Turn. 
Even Peace was loathed for its Length, Plenty became 
wanton, Power became inſolent, and Poſſeſſion was no 
longer an Enjoyment, through the Petulance and Thirſt 
for Noyelty. | ; 

© But, above all, Malice rejoiced to ſee true Patriotiſm 
become a Tool to its own Deſtruction ; while thouſands 
of Wretches triumphed, whoſe only Hope of Fortune 
was erected on the Ruin of Others, and whoſe Harveſt 
was the Deſolation of the State. 

So general an Uproar could not long eſcape the Ear of 
Majeſty, and ſome were ſtill found, free and honeſt e- 
nough, to impart to Her the Reaſons alledged for fo pub- 
lic a Diſturbance. | | 
* Her Majeſty, you may well imagine, was extremely 
amazed at ſuch extraordinary Tidings ; ſhe ſearched her 
whole Soul, ſhe canvaſſed all her Actions, and yet could 
find nothing therein, but Beneficence to her Subjects in 
particular, and good Will to the whole Species. She. then 
examined the Tradition of her Anceſtors, and found that 
the Bees had been often a long-ſuffering People, that 
few Princes had ever ruled with equal Clemency and 
Candour, and that no Inſtance could be given of the Re- 
volt of that Kingdom, on ſuch trivial Pretences, on fo 
very ſlight a Provocation. 

However ſhe graciouſly determined to leave them no 
* Apology for their Errors; ſhe broke through the Circle 
Jof her Courtiers, ſhe entered the grand Aſſembly of the 
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State, ſhe openly and gloriouſly declared her permament 
Reſolution of adhering to them for ever, and of defend- 
ing the Rights, the Privileges, and the Liberties of her 
* Subjects, to the utmoſt of her Power, and to the laſt of 
© her Breath. She requeſted them to join her in the Re- 
* dreſs of all Grievances, and gave them full Commiſſion, 
* that if Any had miſuſed her Name, or traduced her Au- 
' a thority, 
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thority, they ſhould try them by the Laws of the Realm, 
for to the Laws of the Realm ſhe left them. | 
© You may obſerve, my Friend, that in the Hiſtory o 
the Bees, I have placed the regal Power-in a Female : 
But, if your Fancy leads you into Compariſons, You 
have my Leave to ſtrike out Queen and ſubſtitute King in 
the Place. 3 

And now, One would think, that ſuch Aſſurances; 
ſuch Conceſſions, ſuch Condeſcenſions, I may ſay, and 
from a Sincerity too that was never called in queſtion, 
might have been as the Voice of Heaven, to ſtill the 
Roar of the Elements, and to ſay to the Waves, thus 


far ſhall ye paſs, and no further! 


© The Fact is, that all true Patriots were more than fully 
appeaſed ; and ſome of the Wits, who originally brood- 


© ed, and had continued to foment the Storm, now re- 


pented their Raſhneſs, and would have ſounded a Retreat. 
* But Things ſo far advanced could not ſuddenly recede, 
and the Commotion was as the Sea, whoſe Surging {till 
continues, when the Winds have ceaſed, 

And now the Grand Secret was diſcovered, the Veil of 
the Sanftuary of Diſſeyaltiy was rent in twain ; the Names 
of Offence were obliterated, and yet the Offence remain- 
ed, and Thouſands, who had cried loud againſt Queen 
and Miniſtry, were found to purſue hard after Country and 
Conſtitution, | | a 

© Thoſe Wretches, abandoned to all Senſe even of their 
own Intereſt, rather than the City ſhould not burn, 
were willing to throw themſelves into the Flames. They 
had told it in Gath, they had publiſhed it in Aſkalon, that 
this their Feruſalem was ripe for Deſtruction. They had 
invited all the Enemies of Truth, they had invited all the 
Lovers of Rapine to ſhare the Plunder of their Country; 
and all Inſects of Depredation, Waſps, Gnats, Hornets, 
&c. with every Species c: noxious Vermin, gathered and 
hovered round the Hive, as round a Carcaſe already 

doomed, and drawing to its Diſſolution. 

Among the Species of J/aſps, there was One of a pe- 
culiar Form, and beautiful Outſide. He boaſted that he 
was originally deſcended from the royal Family of the 
Bees, and he might really have paſled for ſuch, had it not 


been for his natural Incapacity of eyer making Honey. 
; * Thi: 
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* This young Waſp put himſelf at the Head of all the 
pernicious Inſects, and claimed a Right, derived to him from 
his Anceſtors, of plundering the whole Hive. 0 
He had long held a Correſpondence with the diſloyal 
Party of the Bees, who, by ſecret and treaſonable Prac- 
tices, had conſiderably promoted his Intereſts, ſtrength- 
ened his Faction, and abetted his Pretences. Thoſe Bees 
were unworthy of the Name, as they had degenerated 
from their Nature ; they were Waſps in their Heart, and 
thirſted after Anarchy ; they. were lazy, and therefore 
deteſted Law, fince it reſtrained them from Rapine; 
and they even preferred Tyranny to Liberty, in hopes to 
ſhare the Prey and Authority with the Tyrant. | 
When they imagined, that the foreign Enemies of theit 
Country had collected Powers ſufficient to ſupport their - 
accurſed Purpoſes, they had the Inſolence to introduce 
the young Robber, even this Prince of Prey into their na- 
tive Hive. He openly proclaimed Property, but he ſe- 
cretly whiſpered Plunder ; he overthrew the Barrier of 
Rights; he profaned the ancient Manſion of Liberty 
on his Preſence; and all the Virtues ſhrunk at his 
ight. . Ws 


© Then it was that the glorious Diſcrimination was 
made, then it was that the Hearts of all Bees were laid 
open, that Sounds could no longer miſlead, nor falſe Co- 


s lourings impoſe on the Obſerver. No honeſt Bee could 
© hefitate a Moment longer on what Side he ſhould rank 
© himſelf; Truth and Falſhood fo apparent made the 
© Difference of Eaſt and Weſt; No One could fide with 
© Slaves yet ſay he was a Lovet of Liberty; and it was 
© ſufficient to every Friend of his Country, that he ſaw to 
£ whoſe Banner the Enemies thereof were aſſembled.“ 


Here my Friend pauſed, wholly wrapt in the Con- 


templation of ſo tremendous a Criſis, . 


End of the Fourth Letter. 
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The RENE Fifth LETTER to the 


PROTESTANTS of IRELAND. 


4 URING the Silente of my Friend, I had juſt pre- 


pared to addreſs him with ſome Obſervations, 

which had occurred touching his Hiſtory of the 

Bees; when, without perceiving my Intentions, 
he proceeded. _ | Hig hes 

When the Queen of the Bees obſerved, to what a ſud- 

© den Strength and Maturity this Infant of Rebellion was 

© grown; ſhe+ conjeQtured, that other Events might alſo 

< ſpeedily come to paſs, which till now had appeared alto- 


© gether impoſſible: 


© She had already ſounded all Factions, The had turned to 
all Parties, but hitherto had diſcovered no ſolid Founda- 
tion of Integrity whereon to reſt. | 

© She ſaw that ſome of her Miniſters had adviſed Mea- 
ſures equally injurious to her own Dignity, and the Wel- 
fare of her People; that ſome of her Favourites had be- 
trayed her Councils, and that many of her Officers had 
betrayed their Truſt. Where was Confidence to be re- 
poſed ? Where was Faith to be found among Bees? 

© She now began to ſuſpect that Virtue and Liberty were 
© meer Names, whoſe Sounds ſignified nothing, fave Inte- 
* reſt and Office : She perceived that even Intere/t and Office 
* were no Bar to Diſſeyaliy; and imagined, that the Chaos 
and Extinction of all Morals and Order was approaching. 
However, ſhe attempted for the laſt Time to recall her 
erring People to the Ways of Wiſdom and Rectitude. 
She ordered her Subjects to be aſſembled : She cauſed free 
Pardon to be proclaimed to all who yet ſhould return to 
their Duty: She jflued from the Hive, and called thoſe 
who loved their Country to follow. n, 
On this Occafion, Few dared, fo openly, to diſavow 
the Voice of Majeſty; the Loyal and Difloyal, Friends 
and Foes, the True and the Faithleſs crouded together. 
There was a large Plain before the Hive, whereon the 


Queen 


(2) 


Queen made a Stand, the Nobles-kept next to her Royal 


Perſon, and the Populace were gathered around. 


Among the Commons there was a Bee, noted for no- 
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thing but his Induſtry and his Diſtreſſes; the Fruits of 
his Induſtry he had divided with his Fellows in Want, 
but in his Diſtreſſes he deſired no Sharer; his Neighbours 
would often praiſe him, and paſs him by; neither was 
his Society ſought after by his Acquaintance; for Virtue 
is fitted to no Purpoſe in Life, it is equally uſeleſs to Di- 
verſion as to Profe; to Cabal as to Faction, to Country 
as to Courts ; Itis a Treaſure that may lie a whole Age 
on the High-way, yet no One take it up, or inquire for 
the Owner; it is only in ALMIGHTY POWER to turm 


it to Advantage, and to bring it to Honour in his own 


due Seaſon. 

© This Bee ftept forth from the Throng, his various 
Emotion ſhewed the Agitation of his Soul, he appeared 
as an Orator of Old, his Action was diſcompoſed, he 
ſeemed to labour toward Utterance, but his Thoughts 
were yet too warm and too much hurried for Expreſſion 3 
the Croud was held in Suſpenſe; when at length, break- 
ing Silence, he made this memorable Oration. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty, the Illuftrious of your 
National Council, and theſe my fellow ' Bees. I have 
ſomewhat to ſay to Each, and to all of You, and I fhall 
fay it with Freedom. The Heavens be praiſed ! we are 
{ill free to ſpeak and to hear: The Times of Tyranny 
are not yet come, when even our Looks may be examined, 
and then Woe to him who cannot add Hypocriſy to Sla- 
very, and caſt a Shew of Chearfulneſs over the Anguiſh 
and Bitterneſs of his Heart. We are yet free, my 
Friends, I glory to repeat it; while Time is, I will 
ſeize the Advantage; Liberty is the great Privilege to 


which I was born, it is a Privilege without which I will 


not live, and ere I die in its Defence, I will uſe it to the 
full of its Latitude. IN | 
« Liſten to me, You of the Commonality, You my Fel- 


lows of the Vulgar. Some of You ſay, or Others ſay for 


You, that Corruption is prevalent in Court, and has al- 
ſo infected your Repreſentatives in Council; that good 
Policy has no Occaſion for evil Arts; that honeſt Mea- 


© ſures- 
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fures call for Practices that are equally honeſt ; and that 
publick Calamities muſt of Neceſſity enſue, when pub · 
lick Affairs, in any reſpect, ate made ſubſervient to private 
Intereſts. 125 5 

For my own particular, I do declare, that hitherto I 
have felt none of thoſe foreboded Calamities; and my 
Neighbours alſo confefs that the Influence ſo much dread- 
ed hath not yet reached them. We fpeak, and think, 
and act, enjoy, and diſpoſe of Property, as freely as ever; 
and the Rain and Sunſhine of good Government appear 
to us to be diſpenſed in their uſual and due Seaſon: But 


if a Cauſe for thefe Complainings does really exiſt, I fear, 
my very honeſt Friends, that You cannot eſcape from the 


largeſt Burden, both of the Guilt and the Imputation. 
* Your Rights and your Liberties are in your own Hold- 

g, and I may aver with Truth, that, ignorant and 
mean as ye are, the Preſervation or Diſſolution of the 
wiſeſt Eſtabliſhment that ever was upon Earth is finally 


in You alone, You alone have the Choice of your own 


Repreſentatives; and your Repreſentatives, who are of 


Council to her Majeſty, have a Controul over the Mea- 


ſures of the Miniſtry, and may call the proudeſt of her 
Servants to Account. Thus her Majeſty has all the Will 


and Power imaginable to do You Good, but I truſt ſhe 


will never have the Will, and ſhe never can have the 
Power, to hurt You ; ſhe cannot employ Miniſters that 
are above the Controul of your Repreſentatives; and your 
Repreſentatives, if honeſtly choſen, will controul every 
Article that is not conducive to your Welfare. 
If therefore any Meaſures have been taken, that are 
not for the Honour of her Majeſty and your Advantage ; 
it is evident that the Miniſtry has engaged your Repre- 
ſentatives to concur in ſuch wrong Meaſures; and then 
it is alſo as evident, that you yourſelves have been corrupt- 
ed, or you would never chooſe ſuch Repreſentatives as 
would injure your own Rights. | 
* Butif You are really thus prone to Bondage: if you 
are ready to fell the great Inheritance of your Fathers for 
a Bag of Honey ; if you muſt be fee'd even to concur in 
Meaſures that make for your own Welfare; if ſome of 
you, perhaps, have taken Bribes from our foreign Ene- 
mies to betray yourſelves and your Poſtofity 3 what _ 
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her Majeſty and the World conclude? but that you arg 


a Pack of precarious Wretches, on whom no Prince can 
depend, equally unworthy of the Privileges to which you 
were born, as of the Love and Protection of ſo gracious! 
a Monarch. 

If any of you have done thus, my Brethren, do ſo no 
more; and, for Shame, ceaſe ſuch Complaints, as muſt 
turn to your own Reproach, and come home to your own 


Confuſion. 
I perceive ſome here, whom I muſt believe Friends to 
the State, and whom therefore I cannot believe Foes to' 


her Majeſty ; and yet they ſeem to dally, and murmur” 
touching ſome certain Grievances: Is this a Seaſon to ga- 
ther Straws in our City? is it a Time to be engaged in 


ſprucing up our Chambers, when the Enemy is already 


at the Gate ? Do theſe Patriots love their Country ? ſo 


do I; do they love Liberty? fo do I; would they wran- 


gle for a Hair touching the One or the Other? fo would 
I ; but let us not loſe the Subſtance, by diſputing about 
the Form; let the Conſtitution itſelf be once ſafe, and 
then I promiſe to join in the ſtrifteſt Search, to ſee if 
even a Mote may be found therein. 

* To You next I ſpeak, ye Diſaffected, to you, ye ex- 
quiſite Pr 1 of Patriotiſm, ye People of delicate Ap- 
prehenſions! Who late ſo loud as you againſt the Mini- 
ſtry? Who ſo jealous of the Poſſibilities that might Turk 
in her Majeſty's Intentions ? Fraytors !-—--- Ye ſeemed * 
to tremble left the Breeze ſhould blow on that very Con 
ſtitution, againſt which Ye now enforce a Tempeſt : Ve 
ſeemed fearful of a Flaw in that Building, which Ye now 
would overturn to its loweſt Foundations, 

© Should a Stranger behold yon gathering of hoRile Na- 
tions; ſhould he ſee them ready to enter our City, to raze * 
our Buildings of inimitable Art, to laughter our Jafants, 
to cancel our Conſtitution, and to ravage the ineſtimable 
Sweets of our Labours; would he not curſe the Tyrant, 
whoſe Ambition, he mult imagine, had called in theſe 


; 0 


Enemies, to the Deſtruction of his unhappy People! — * 
He would, my Brethren ; for he could never ſuſpect that 


Nature had left any Creatures ſo void of Underſtanding, 
that they ſhould ſolicit their own Ruin, and loath the 
only Bic gs that were of. V "alue i in Life. 

* In 
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In all Conteſts, from the Beginning of Government, 
the Prince has ſtruggled for arbitrary Power, and the Pee 
ple for Liberty. It is now, for the firſt Time, that the 
Prince ſtruggles for Liberty; and the People | for arbitrary 
Power; they quarrel not to defend, but to aboliſh their 
own Rights; and hazard their Lives to ſacrifice, what 
every Bee, ſince the Creation of the World, would have 
ſacrificed his Life to preſerve. Great Powers! they take 
up Arms againſt a Prince who would fave them; and 
their Prince takes up Arms, merely to prevent them from 
working their own Perdition. A glorious ra indeed 
for the Prince, but moſt ignominious for ſuch a People; 
blot it out kind Heaven from the Accounts of Time! 
deliver not our Name among thy Works to Poſterity !'or 
give us again ſuch Hearts as were ſenſible to Truth, re- 
turn us thoſe Underſtandings that once were guided by 
Reaſon, | 
© But wherefore is this Infatuation of the Soul ? from 
whence can ariſe this Miſt that clouds our Senſes? If we 


really apprehend any Danger of Encroachment on our 


Privileges, can that be a Reaſon for ſacrificing our Con- 
ſitution ? if we fear the Damage of a Part, can ſuch 
Fear induce us to ruin the Whole? to avoid a Spark, ſhall 
we leap into a Furnace? To eſcape a Shower, ſhall we 


f plunge into the Sea ? 


* We are not all fo depraved, my Brothers, and I truſt 
this Defection is not fo general as our Enemies look for. 
Truth is {trong, and ever valiant were the Defenders 
thereof; Liberty I allow may be weakened by Luxury, 
and brougnt to Diſſolution by Corruption, but it never 
was won by Arms; it may be undermined by Treachery, 
but it cannot be ſtormed by Force. 
Let us put it to the Proof, Let our Nation be number- 
ed, let that Number be divided into three Parts, leave 
two Thirds to the Diſloyal and the Fearful of Heart, but 
ſever to us one Third for the Lovers of Liberty; -agais 
divide that Third, and one Half thereof ſhall be ſuſfici- 
ent to quaſh Rebellion, the other to encounter Invaſion ; 
One ſhall be ſufficient to the Defection of our Country, 
and the Other to the reſt of the World. 

* Know therefore, great Queen! that whatever the Spi- 


rit of Faction may dictate, or Flattery inſinuate to other 
© Prinecs, 
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Princes, the Spirit of Liberty is now your only Safety, 
as it will ever be yqur ſureſt Support. 

Whatever may be the original Foundation of Right in 
© any Monarch to Dominion, Popularity can alone be the 
Confirmation thereof; nor is there any Power divine or 
© human to ſupport a Prince, who appeals from the Wel- 
* fare: and Good Will of his People. 

Had you, great Queen, attempted, or ſhould you ever 
< attempt to invade thoſe Rights of which you are conſtitu- 
© ted the Guardian, or to ſap that Conſtitution which you 


*. 


© are entruſted to ſupport ; believe not what Courtiers may 


A, 


ſay, neither hope that any Partiality or Affection to your 
ſacred Perſon will engage your Subjects to defend a Mo- 
narch, who makes an Aſſault upon themſelves, If we 
are to be Slaves, it matters not to whom, the Name or 
Perſon of our Maſter is to us of no further Concern : In- 
tereſt, through all Nature, is a neceſſary Motive to Ac- 
tion, Love generates Love, Regard begets Regard, and 
Protection Protection: It is this mutual Relation, through- 
out the World, that keeps the Whole from Diſſolution, 
by thus connecting the Parts: Force cannot be exerted 
but by Action, nor Action but hy the Will, and the 
Will ever was and muſt be free to Eternity; no Power 
in Heaven or on Earth can conſtrain it, it muſt be won 
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your Favour. 
Lay hold then, thou choſen Monarch! on this Prin- 


may ever be willing, and therefore able to fight for You : 
Let your Goodneſs continue to beget Gratitude, and your 
Defence of our Privileges a Defence of your Dominion : 
So ſhall you be as one great Soul, animating the whole 
Body of your Subjects, into the utmoſt Power of a vo- 
luntary Exertion, for Advantages that redound from You 
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and People. 
_* Had you been a Tyrant, I dare not ſpeak thus; and 
yet I dare greatly, in the Cauſe of Liberty. 

A Tyrant is a little Creature, of a narrow Capacity 
and contemptible Spirit ; his Thirſt of Power is not Am- 
bition, but Cowardice ; He deſires to be ſtrong merely 
tht he may be guarded, to be powerful only i in Order = 


NOOR. 


by good Offices, for we ourſelyes cannot compel it in 


ciple of Liberty; preſerve to us our Freedom, that we 


to themſelves, and that are equally the Intereſt of Prince 
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be ſafe ; his Soul is too confined to receive or communi- 
cate Happineſs; he fears the Attempts of Others, and 
therefore is cruel: He has no Reliſh of Merit, and there- 
fore ſeeks no Praiſe ; he hates and perſecutes that Virtue 
in Others; which he poſſeſſes not in himſelf: A Regard to 
Fame, to Glory, to Poſterity, is quite beyond the nar- 
row Limit of his Reach, and hecannot even attemptat the 
Failings of a great Mind, which in him might paſs for ſo 
many Virtues. | Sos Fog 
But the benevolent Prince of a free Nation is the near- 
eſt Reſemblance of the Deity himſelf ; he cannot be the 
Gow, but he would be the Father, he cannot be the 
CREATOR, but he is the Preſerver of his People: Hediſ- 
dains the Obedience of our Bodies, for that is ſervile and 
periſhable; but he greatly aims at the =; eg of our 
immortal Part; He lays hold of our Will y his Benefi- 
cence, and of our Hearts by his Virtues; He builds not 
his Dominion upon Fear, which is a diſtracted and ſliding 
Foundation; but he deſires and deſerves to be loved, for 
in Love alone is Unity and Power. The Service of ſuch 
a Prince is perfect Liberty; and he leaves Freedom to 
his People, that he himſelf may govern like a G. 
* Flatterers would tell you, that you are all this, and 
more; I fay you are good and gracious, but that you 
ſtill may be more Excellent. | 
* What We think of You, we will ſhew forth to the 
World; not by Adulation, but by Action; not by the 
Fluency of the Tongue, but by the Effuſion of our Blood: 
It is a juſt Tribute from the Lovers of Freedom, for we 
know no Other Prince of Liberty upon Earth. 
Fear Ye to die, my valiant Brothers! It is a neceſſary 
Debt to Nature, and Nature makes nothing neceſſary 
that is to be feared, It is in Qurſelves alone to make it 
dreadſu] or defireable ; to make it deſireable by a Life of 
Virtue, or dreadful indeed by a Death of Diſhonour. The 
Coward dies daily, he is the miſerable Victim of his own 
Apprehenſions; the Valiant dies but once, and lives for 
ever unto Glory. But would Ye even be ſafe, ſtill be va - 
liant, my Brothers, ſince Danger purſues the Wretch 
who flies from it, but flies itſelf from a Courage that dares 
the Encounter. 6 | | | 
* Our Grandfathers died in the Defence of their Liber- 


tige; 
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+ ties; Our Fathers died alſo in the Enjoyment of th ofs 


An Bleflings; their Fate is now equal, but not equal their 
Honour; the Memory of our Grandfathers is ſtill freſh 
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and flouriſhing, the Names of our Fathers already ſtale and 


forgotten. Would Ye then have lived like your Fathers, 
to die for ever? or have died with your Grandfathers, t5 


live to Poſterity? The Age does not always afford ſuch 


Opportunities, and it is our Advantage, and our Glory 
to ſeize them as they paſs. Life is ſhort, Death is cer- 
tain, Time is nothing, Action and Virtue are All, it is 


'by theſe alone that Life can be meaſured, and his is the 
longeſt who falls for his Country. 


But if there are Any here who fear to die, let them 


behold yon gathering Hoſt; and thence let them learn 
that the only Mean they have left for ſaving Life, is 


to ſlay the Enemy. 
* O my Friends, what a Cauſe is Ours! in which the 


Lofs of Life is the Gain of Honour, and the very Fear 


of Death ſhall contribute to Victory: In which all Seas 
and Denominations, all Ranks and Diſtinctions, the 
Mean and the Mighty are equally intereſted. 

* Is any One a Coward let Selt- preſervation inſpire him; 
Is he a Patriot, let him fight for his Country; is he Loy- 


al, let him fight for his Queen; is he a Father, let hin 
fig ht for his Family; has he Affections, let him fight fof 


by Friends; is he pious, he has the Cauſe of Gop; is 
he valiant, he has the Cauſe of Glory. 
But if Any are here who are rebellious to their Queen; 


if Any are here who are Traytors to their Country, if 
any are here who want Families and Affections, who are 


Enemies of Gop, Deſpiſers of Glory, enamoured of 


Shame, and defirous of their own Deſtruction; let then 


now ſtand forth confeſſed, ſuch Becs we diſmiſs from out 


Cauley for with ſuch alone is our _— 


e pauſed the a dun Plebeian. 
'A- confuſed Murmur ran through the Aſſembly; Each 


jacked at his Fellow to diſcover the Symptoms of TE reaſon, 


and many; unable to conceal their Guilt, retired with Shame 
to their Apartments. urs 


Again the Plebeian addreſſed bf to Peak, a dead 


Silence enſued, and he proceeded as follows. 


End of the Fifih Letter. 
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THE 


Farmer's Sixth LETTER to the 


PROTESTANTS of IRELAND, 


Will give you, my Brethren, ſome Account of your 


Anceſtors; I do not mean your Anceſtors by Blood, 
but Virtue; not ſuch as you are allied to by Genera- 
tion, but Liberty : For as Liberty conftitutes the Na- 


ture of Bees, they are no longer Bees but while they retain” 
this great Principle; and ſhould we at any Time happen to 


degenerate from the Liberty of our Forefathers, we ſhall be 


changed into another Sort of Creatures; and Pofterity, 


Virtue, Glory will for ever diſclaim our Deſcent from Bees. 


In the Beginning of Time, Bees were ſcattered through- 


out the Earth, either ſingle, or in ſmall Families; for as 
All were then innocent, fo All were fafe : But Fraud and 
Force came ſoon into the World ; and this taught them to 
unite againſt Violence, and to frame Laws againſt Vice. 
By Degrees great Societies were formed, and great Cities 
were built; to whom Wiſdom was neceſſary for Counſch, 
and Valour for Defence : But as All Bees were not equally 
Wiſe, nor equally valiant ; on ſuperior Talents was con- 
fered ſuperior Authority, and every Degree of Power was 


* built-thereon. z 


Authority produced Pride in Superiors, and in Inferiors 


Dependance and Flattery ; from whence an Exceſs of Power 


was arrogated on one Side, and ſervily yielded on the other, 


Then it came to paſs, for the firſt time, that Law was 


over-ruled by Authority, and yet further, was perverted to 


Oppreſſion; laſt of all, Power impudently aſſumed the Seat 


of Juſtice, and the Will of the Prince became a Law to 
the People. 


* 


- Thus Community was ſucceflively the Bleſſing, and the 
Curſe of Individuals; and that very Powergwhich was in- 


7. F tended 


(2) 


tended for the Preſervation, became the Peſt of the Public : 


Even Anarchy was preferable to ſuch Government, and 


their former Solitude to ſuch Society; but it is enough to 
ſay that Liberty was loſt, for that implies every poſſible 
Calamity. ; 

Now obſerve the Degrees of Aſcent to public Happineſs 
— Indraiflual, Family, Society, Government, Law, Sccurity, 
Perfection of Liberty—T hus far is right, and here ſhould be 
our Reſt; this is like the Sun riſing from the firſt Dawn to 
his Meridian, it is the utmoſt Height and Climax of all poſ- 
ſible Glory : But again obſerve the Deſcent, for as Govern- 
ment includes Power, thence may follow Dependance, Cor- 
ruption, Uſurpation, Tyranny, Slavery, — And this is like the 


Light of the Sun declining from his Meridian, till at length 


he ſets in utter Darkneſs. | 
Such was the Beginning and the End, the Riſe and the O- 
verthrow of every Eſtabliſhment throughout the World; for 
as the natural Liberty or private Virtue of ſo many Bees uni- 
ted, produced and perfected the civil Liberty or public Virtue 
of the whole Body or Society; ſo the Deſtruction of civil Li- 
berty or public Virtue, effected the Deſtruction of natural Li- 
berty or private Virtue, Whole Nations became ſubject to 
Tyranny, and were therefore confirmed in Corruption; they 
ſubmitted to be Slaves, and were therefore degraded from the 
Dignity of their Creation. A wonderful Change enſued, 


they were no longer Bees, they had deprived themſelves of 


their Prerogatives, and Heaven deprived them of their Na- 
ture. From their Deg2neracy was formed that Infinity of 
noxious InſeQs, Reptiles and Vermin, that crawl through- 
out the World, and are offenſive to the very Earth that they 
incumber; alas, they once were Bees, but they deſerve all 
the Wretchedneſs to which they are fated, for they ſurvived 
the great Privilege to which they were born, they infamouſly 
choſe to live when Liberty was no more. 

However amidft this general Diſſolution, ſome Individu- 
als retained their Integrity, and a Remnant of the Freeborn 
was ſtill preſerved. Theſe ſeparated themſelves from the 


Infection; they paſſed over into Greece, and founded ſeve- 


ral riſing States, the Chief of which were the Hives of 

Athens and of Sparta. | 5 + + 
There it was that Liberty was planted like the Tree of 
Life in Paradiſe; the Dews of Heaven came upon it, and 
the Earth offered all her Nouriſhment; its Trunk _ 
. . reared 


„* > VR _ x 


we 6 6, 0 WU W- 


(3) 6 
reared in Strength and in Beauty, its Branches ſpread over 
the Land, its Root was deep in Virtue, on its Leaves were 
the Sciences written, the Nations were happy who dwelled 
under its Shade, and the Fruit of Glory dropped upon them. 

While this People proſpered under the Influence of Liber- 
ty, all Reptiles envied their Felicity, and were filled with 
Rage; they gathered themſelves together by Thouſands and 
by Millions, they encompaſſed this Region of Sweetneſs, 
and were determined to extirpate the whole Species of Bees. 

Then was gloriouſly experienced the high Excellence of 
Liberty, who ſhewed forth her Deſcent from the ALM1GH- 
TY: There ſtood the Armies of the Earth imbatteled, and 
here ſtood a few collected in Virtue; there fought the 
World, but here fought Liberty; Victory ſuſpended her 


Scales on high, and each Son of Freedom was weighed a- 


gainſt a Thouſand, Then ſtepped forth three huncred Bees 
of Sparta, and joined Battle with the Armies of the Eaſt, 
with ten hundred thouſand in Number; the Sun left them 
engaged, he travelled round the World, and in his Return 
beheld the Continuance of their Combat ; at length the 
Spartans prevailed, they delivered their Country, and then 
fell beneath a Weight of inſupportable Glory. 

And now had Bees but retained their primitive Tempe- 
rance, had they not been exalted above Meaſure, our An- 
ceftors of Greece might haye continued to this Day. 

But Conqueſt brought Honour, Honour begat Vanity, 
and from Vanity ſprang Rivalſhip and Contention. Then 
did Bees for the firſt time oppoſe themſelves to Bees, and 
Each ſtruck at Heaven in the Image of his Brother; Li- 
berty was divided againſt herſelf, ſhe never had aught to 
fear but from the Arms of her Children, and this was the 
only Force by which ſhe could be conquered. A royal 
Waſp of Macedonia watched the Criſis of her Weakneſs; 
he brought his Hoſt upon her Sons when they were already 
ſelf-defeated; his Succeſſor collected the Remnant of thoſe 
degenerate Bees, from them alone he derived the Immorta- 
lity of his Name; and ſuch was the lateſt Force and Ener- 
gy of the Freeborn, that their Valour was not quite extin+ 
tinguiſhed with their Virtue, and in expiring they conquer; 
ed the World. ö 

Now had all Nature periſhed with Liberty, original 
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2 0 bad returned, and Chaos ASH. prevailed, had 


'not Heaven miraculouſly interpoſed. 

On the Banks of the 7 Ber gathered a few Reptiles who 
were the abandoned of {taly, and who, being viler than the 
'Vile, were even the Outcaſt of their Fellows in Corruption. 
Among theſe it was that the Divine V i5DoM choſe to re- 
new. the Earth in Virtue, and to ſhew to the World that 
with Freedom alone there is Perfection. and without it, 
nothing of Excellence or Eſtimation in Nature; ; Wherefore 
his Spirit came upon theſe Wretches, and he breathed into 
their Breaſt the living Soul of Liberty. _ -f 

Inſtantly they were > reſtored to their primitive Form, and 
from the moſt degenerate of Reptiles became the moſt ex- 
cellent of all Bees. They began the Hive of Rome, they 
founded it in Temperance, and made Valour its impregna- 
ble Fence ; unwearied Hardiment, ſtubborn Patience, feel- 
ing Hearts, poliſhed Manners, the Scorn of enfeebling Plea- 
ſures, the Love of heroic Pains, a Contempt of Death, a 
Thirſt of Glory, were the united Characteriſtics of theſe 
unparalled Bees. As Currents tend to the Ocean, ſo ruſhed 
all the Paſſions of thoſe Patriots to their Country; to con- 
firin her Peace they endured all Labours, and to perpetuate 
her Being their Lives we re devoted. They filled their City 
with the Treaſures of the Earth, thev "Hal Wi it wide in 
Virtue, in Glory it aſcended to Heaven, and the Memori- 
al of its Sweetneſs will remain for ever. 

© Thus did they finiſh the mighty Hive of Rome, 8 
the Joil of Millions, and the Perſeverance of Ages; till 

the Virtues of Liberty could riſe no higher, and nathing 
further was left for Poſtetity to accompliſh. _ 

Then came Eaſe, and then followed — . a Relax- 
ation of Exercile, a Feebleneſs of Body, a. Diſlolution of 


_ Morals ;- the Souls of Bees were ſunk into their Senſes; the 


Poiſon of Luxury infected each Member, it reached the 

Seat of Life, the whole Conſtitution felt a gradual Decay, 

and was rendered-a Prey to the firſt Inyader. 
While thus the vital Flame of Liberty was extinguiſhed 


at Rome, a Spark thereof fell among the Gothic Inſects, and 


kindled up the Regions of the North: And this alſo was 
ordained of Heaven, to demonſtrate to the World, that 
Honey is neither made by the Influence of the Sun, nor 
pic Temperament of tlie Seaſons, by, Fhe Frezrance of the 

Flowers, 


Flowers, nor the Fertility of the Seil. It is Libertyy amp. 
Friends, it is Liberty alone that ſublimes this divine Nea, 


Xx - 


this Food of the Freeborn ; that confers all its Sweetneſs, I 8 3 
and makes the Labour thereof delightful. ER | We 85 
Scarce were theſe Sons of the North warmed by this pro- 


lifie Principle, they were yet rude in Form, and new to the 
Virtues of Liberty, when they began to ſwarm in their * 
frozen Manſions. The firſt of their Efforts was exerted in : 
Valour, they iſſued in various Colonies, they overthrew the of 
antient Hive of the degenerate Romans, and ſwept all the ] 
Reptiles of the Earth before them. 'They then began to 1 
ſettle in different Climates, but the Selected of Heaven flew 
over into Britain, where through a thouſand Difficulties, 
through a thouſand Dangers ; Diſeaſes, Recoveries, Lapſes, 
Revolutions; the Ambitions of Princes, the Struggles of 
Patriots; the Toils of the Wiſe, and the Blood of the Va- 
liant; we are what our Anceſtors have left us at this Day, 
the only remaining Heirs of Liberty upon Earth. 
O my Friends, did we conſider what it is to be free; did 
we underſtand the Value of our Privileges, did we but 
know what belongs to our Peace, the World could not 
bribe a ſingle Bee to forego his Liberty; for what would be 
the World to a Bee without Liberty? even like a Banquet 
in the Grave, like the Delights of Life to a Creature al- 
ready dead to all Enjoyment: I will then endeavour to ſhew + 
you what Liberty is; but it is Virtue, it is Heaven alone 
that can give you a true Senſe, and Feeling of its Bleſſings. 
Your Politicians, and the Learned among you, make a 
wide Difference between, natural and 'civil Liberty; they 
ſeem to look on the latter as ſomething rather formal than 
real, an Advantage. ariſing merely from Policy, and not 3 
from the Nature bf Things: But I think more fimply, q 1 
and hold that Liberty, whether natural or civil, is ever and | 
neceſſarily the ſame; that civil Liberty is no other than na- 
tural Liberty extended; that civil Liberty is the ſame to 5 
Society, that natural Liberty is to a fingle Bee; that it is 
equally incumbent on both to retain it; and that, in either 
Caſe, the fame Virtue and Happineſs conſiſts in the Preſer- 
vation, and the ſame Guilt and Miſery in the Surrender ef 
this divine Privelege. e e $0: 017208 
We all know that we are born Free, and that Liberty 
whether accompanying the Will, the Underſtanding, ar 
S1 g any 
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_— other of the Faculties, does really exiſt in every Bee: 


We alſo know, that it is the great Attribute of the DEI 
himſelf, and that it is by this glorious Principle alone, that 
any of his Creatures can either reſemble or pleaſe him, 
Well may the God of Reaſon delight. in the Freedom of 
his Creatures, ſince Liberty is the Power of acting agreea- 
ble to that Reaſon, and Virtue is the Love and Exerciſe 
thereof. Sy | | 

Natural Liberty conſiſts in the Privelege of acting agree- 
able to our own Reaſon; and civil Liberty, to our own 
Laws: The Perfection of natural Liberty is good Conduct; 
of civil Liberty, good Government: The firſt is private, 
the ſecond public Virtue: Every Degree of Vice is an En- 
croachment on natural Liberty; of arbitrary Power, on 
civil: The former is deſtructive of private Reaſon ; the 
latter, of public: It is Wickedneſs in a private Bee to ſub- 
mit to the firſt; it is Wickedneſs in a Society to ſubmit to 
the ſecond. | | 

Now, to ſhew you that Liberty is as natural to a Socie- 
ty, as to a ſingle Bee; I will ſuppoſe a ſingle Bee to reſem- 
ble a Society; I will ſuppoſe his Defire, to be the Monarch; 
his Senſes, the Miniſters; his Faculties and Members, the 
Subjects; his Reaſon, the Laws; and his Liberty, the Ex- 
erciſe thereof. . | 

But ſhould this Monarch, at the Inftigation of thoſe Mi- 
niſters, or by the ſervile Compliance of thoſe Members, 
once come to exalt himſelf above theſe Laws ; he is nolon- 

er the Monarch called Deſire, but an impetuous Tyrant 

called Luſt: Anarchy and Miſery are his inſeparable At- 
tendants; within is Paſſion and Tumult, and from abroad 
come Diſeaſes and Weakneſs; the Laws are aboliſhed, the 
Powers of Liberty enſlaved, the whole Body haſtens to its 
Diſſolution, and the Members are made Inſtruments of 


their own Perdition. 

Thus Liberty is as natural and neceſſary to a Society, as 
to a ſingle Bee; and the ſuppoſed Difference lies merely in 
the Application of it to the One, or the Many. It is de- 
rived from Gop alone, it is eternal, it is unchangeable z 
Built is nothing elſe but a Deviation from its Laws, and 
the Surrender of this divine Privelege is the Height of all 
Rebellion to Heaven, and to Happineſs. 

Civil Liberty cannot fubſiſt without natural Liberty, be- 

> cauſo 


82 


. % 


cauſe a free Society cannot be compoſed of Brutes, o. 
ſuch as have degenerated from Freedom; but natural L. 


berty may poſſibly ſubſiſt, when civil Liberty is no more, 
e, or 


a3 a Few may retain Health amidſt a general Plague, 
ſingle Trees out-live the Storm that has waſted the F ofeſt 
But who would chuſe to dwell with ſuch Contagion, or to 


weather the Aſſaults of ſo ruinous 4 Tempeſt? When ei- 


vil Liberty is loſt, then adieu to Society ! I will fly to the 
Wilds, I will fly to the Deſerts, to the utmoſt Bounds of 
the Earth, where Bee never ſet Foot ; I will rather herd 


with Wolves, and aſſociate with Serpents; for no Cruelty 


can be compared to the Virulence of Slaves, nor Brutality 
to the Barbariſm of Bees who have otice proved Apoſtates 
to Liberty. | 4 
Stir then, my valiant Brothers! ſingle yourſelyes out, 
and ſever the Free from this infected Aſſembly. Fear not 
that your preſent Queen deſigns aught againſt your Liber 
ties; it is her own Safety, her own Intereſt, her own 
Glory, to preſerve them. She knows her exalted Privilege 
in reigning over a free People, and our Liberty is the only 
Foundation whereon her royal Houſe either derives or de- 
fires any Right to Dominion; 5 | 
Already has your Queen ventured her Life for your Ho- 
nour, and now ſhe is the foremoſt to expoſe it for your 
Privileges. With her come the inſeparable Companions of 


Liberty, clear Truth, ypright Honour, firm Fortitude, 


armed Property, obvious Juſtice, merry Induſtry, boun- 
teous Credit, friendly Confidence, ſocial Trade, ſmiling 
Plenty, gentle Peace, kind Charity, a ſhining Range of 
Sciences, a Croud of chearful Arts, on whom the Heavens 
ſhed their happieſt Influence, to whom the Earth offers all 
her Odours; theſe are the Aſſociates of your Queen, and 
now behold the Aſſociates of her Adverſary. 

Lo, where Tyranny approacheth, ſeated upon Stings, in 
his Viſage Diſmay and Cruelty, black Thunders muttering 
over his Head, and Curſes blaſting his Quiet. Deceit and 
Perfidy are the Learned of his Council, and his Miniſters 
are Rapine and Violence; on his right are Superſtition and 
Ignorance, on his Left Perſecution and Oppreſſion; Fa- 
mine and Difeafe are his Meſſengers to the People, around 
him the Furies rejoice, and the Viees croud ä 
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0 ſuch Coleinigns; Re: ye Accus we 
n adhere, ye Bleſſed of Liberty! 
0 my Friends, what a Theme is Libetty 1 it is a Subs” 
f Jeet that would flow with the Streams, and revolve with 
the Seafons for ever; the Ear would liſten untired, and the 
Tongue be renewed in relating: But Time urges,” and Ac- 


Liberty not yet unveiled; be it enough that Liberty includes/ 
all that is eftimable, what no Power ſhall take from us, 
and no Prince ever mne; it is ingrafted i in our Nature, 
it is confirmed 
Happineſs, it is the Bleſſing of our Exiſtence, it ts e 
than our Life, and till Death we will retain it. 
Then let the Racks ride, and the N come apache, 
we will ſtand heutmoſt of its Fury. The Eyes of the 
World ate upon us, all Bees throughout the Earth are now 
anxious for r Fate, and expect their own Safety from 
our Valour- alone. Lock back to your Anceſtors, look 
round to your Families, look onward to your Pg 
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tion is inſtant to cut Expreſſion ſhort. Then lift your 
Imaginations to Glories undiſcovered, to the Beauties of 


by our Conſtitution, it is the Source of all 
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